Lobanase premier ptedg^s free afections 

PARIS (R) — Via ting Prime Minster Rashid Solh baa pledged dm nett 
BtMnh's general elections in ba country poofc I be free and said President 
Francois Mitterrand had asrared him of France's -s up p o rt, “The. 


ami totally deamcxaiic^ w sahi Mr. after ueeinv Mr. MinenamL 

There bad been uncertainty as to whether the meeting would take place at 
all after Mr. MtaenantTg office initially ittirf nrmir: pl»mwl the 

president's “busy schedule” during wh*t is one of the quietest periods in 
ftepefa government life. The possibility of a tmA had bees as an 
indication of French disrieasnre over Beirut’s decision to hold die. first 
parlia mentary electrons for 20 year* in August before the withdrawal of' 
Sy rian troops. The mecthw las te d 20 minutes. Mr. Solh told repOTt cn 
afterwards he thanked the French leader far miponui g I j^ww ^nii iw 
(Mr. Mitterrand) promised this support would last, continue and crow.". 
French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas, who wte d die said 

he hoped conditions would produce "a significant result which wffl avoid 
exacerbating tendons between Lebanese." 
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Councils formed in occupied lands 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (J.T.) — A higher health council has been 
formed in the occupied territories to look after the health affairs of die 
Palestinians living there, A1 Qnds Press quoted Radio Israel as saying 
Friday. A1 Qnds Press added that more of such councils were being 
formed to take charge of the educational, agricultural, labour and sdoal 
affairs of the Palestinians. A1 Quds Press also quoted Radio Israel as 
saying diet internal security forces will be formed in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip daring September and October 1992, and that 20,000 
to 30,000 policemen win be trained in Jordan for a three-month period. 
The radio was quoted as saying that all recommendations on the 1 
formation of new bodies were relayed to die Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat to endorse them. These bodies will serve a transitional period of 
me year, as a prelude to the first phase of self-rale, it said A meeting will 
be held next week- in East Jerusalem to put the final touches on these 
{dans, whk± were rejected by several Palestinian factions. However, no 
official comment has so far been made by the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 
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King, Queen 
visiting Europe 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Majes- 
ties King Hussein and Queen 
Moor Thursday began a several- 
day private visit to Europe. They 
were seen off by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, the' 
r Regent, Their Royal Highnesses 
-Prince Faisal Ben A1 Hussein and 
Prince Afi Ben AJ Hussein, Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Royal Court Chief Khaled A1 
Karaki, Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, Private 
Chamberlain Prince Ali Ben 
Nayef and senior Royal Court 
officials. 

^Clifford trial to begin 
^ Oct 26 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Clark 
1 M. Clifford, former defence 
secretary and confidante of four 
ji U.S. presidents, and bis law part- 
a - ner, Robert Altman, pleaded in- 
nocent Friday to federal c riminal 
charges in a banking scandal. 
Their trial was set for Oct. 26. “I 
plead not guilty. Your Honour," 
Mr. Clifford, 85 and ailing , said 
at his and Mr. Altman's arraign- 
ment in U.S. district court where 
they face charges of conspiring to 
defraud the Federal Reserve Sys- 
tem, America’s general bank, in a 
probe of the Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International (BCCI). 

• The unusually quick trial date 
was at die request of Mr. Clif- 
ford, who says he wants a swift 
opportunity to dear his name. 

* Mr. Altman said later ontside the 
U.S. conrthuse that he was 
pleased. A three-count indict- 
ment returned Wednesday 
alleges that Mr. Clifford and Mr. 
Altman enriched themselves 
through loans and other agree- 
ment with BCCL (See page T) 

Policeman shot and 
killed in Aiglet 

PARIS (R) — A policeman died 
after befog shot in die Algerian 
capital Algiers late on Thursday, 
the APS news agency reported. 
The 26-year-old man, attacked in 
die Bab A1 Oued district while on 
his way to work, took thnee tral- 
lets in the chest and later efied in 
hospital, a source dose- to die 
police told the Algerian state 
agency. One of the four attackers 
was arrested after nearly being 
lynched by an angry crowd, die 
source added. More than 80 
members of the security forces 
have been killed since a state of 
emergency was imposed in Alger- 
ia in early February, when au- 
thorities cancelled parliamentary 
elections which the fundamental- 
ist Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
was poised to win. (see page 2) 

■ France convicts 6 of 
anti-Islam \ 
statements - 

-jjGRENOBLE (R) — Six local 
r> rightist politicians were fined 
r 5,000 francs (SI, 000) each by a 
court fo the French Alpine city of 
Grenoble on Thursday for incit- 
ing racial hatred in an election 
leaflet saying Islam was a danger 
to French society. They were also 
ordered to pay 20,000 francs in 
damages to three anti-racist 
groop6 which brought the leaflet 
-■ to the attention of the public 
prosecutor. The six were mem- 
bers of the centre-right Union of 
y Independent Liberals, which con- 
tested regional elections in 
March. 

Sudanese ruler 
reshuffles cabinet 

: KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan has 

sacked two federal ministers fo a 
• • ^minor cabinet reshuffle, accord- 
ing to an official decree published 
Thursday. The decree, issued by 
.. V:head of state Omar Hassan AI 
Bashir, said Local Government 
Min si ter Natale Am bo and 
,•> Labour Minister Father Kinga 
,* George, both southerners, had 
• lost their jobs. Their replace- 
.v meats were named as Colonel 
r Gqjwak Deng, the governor of 
die Upper Nile state, who takes 
over Mr. Ambo's job, and Major- 
1- General Dominic Kassiano, the 
only southerner in die ruling Re- 
volution Command Council, who 
■.!. becomes labour minister. No 
\* reasons were given for the 
changes and no replacement was 
named as governor of the Upper 
‘ -vNile state. In the decree, Bashir 
’ .^ app o in t e d two southern Sudanese 
' , fo the foreign and finance minis- 
tries. Gabriel Rorij was named 
state minister at the Foreign 

.. Affairs Ministry and Sapsna Jam- 

, bo was anointed a state minister* 


World Zionist 
Organisation backs 
Rabin’s approach 


TEL AVIV (AP).— The .World 
Zionist Organisation (WZO) will 
refocus its settlement activities to 
reflect the policies of the new 
government of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, WZO- officials 
said Friday. 

The group’s governing con- 
gress on Thursday passed a re- 
solution to direct wZO’s settle-, 
ment budget to sparsely, popu- 
lated areas important for Israel's 
“security.” 

Since his election in June, Mr. 
Rabin has pledged to reduce 
“political” settlement in the occu- 
pied territories, but to support 
moving Jews to strategic areas, 
including the Golan Heights and 
the Jordan Valley. 

In recent days, his government 
has cancelled plans for thousands 
of new bousing units approved by 
die previous government in the 
West Bank and Gaza and has 
moved to curtail subsidies for 
Jewish settlers fo the occupied 
territories. 

WZO officials said Friday that 
the organisation, which has 
helped found agricultural com- 
munities in the occupied territor- 
ies, will shift its work almost 
exclusively to foe Golan and Jor- 
dan Valley. 

The congress is made op of 


representatives from Zionist 
groups fo Israel and around the 
world. 

Yehiel Leket, director of 
WZO’s settlement, told the 
Associated Press Friday the orga- 
nisation would spend its budget 
along what Mr. Rabin has de- 
fined as the country's “confronta- 
tion lines” 

The WZO resolution signalled 
agreement with the policies of 
IsraeFs new government, Mr. 
Leket said. 

WZO’s annual f un d in g from 
the Israel government is $40 
million to $45 million. In past 
years, half of the budget went to 
the Golan and Jordan Valley, 
with the remainder to projects fo 
other areas of the West Baric and 
in 

The congress also called on the 
Jewish Agency to merge its settle- 
ment department with that of 
WZO. 

This would be a first step to- 
wards haring the government of 
Israel take over complete respon- 
sibility for settlements, said 
Yehuda Weinrand, a spokesman 
for die Jewish Agency. 

The Jewish Agency is responsi- 
ble for bringing Jews to Israel and 
has assisted in settlement inside 
pre-1967 Israel. 


Israel, Lebanon invited to 
Aug. 24 bilateral talks 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — U.S. 
Ambassador William Harrop on 
Boday -invited Israel to j®lid- 
; pate in the next round of Middle 
*4East peace talks startmg Aug-. 24 
fo Washington. 

Israeli officials, who insisted on 
anonymity, said die invitation 
was delivered to the foreign 
ministry. ■ • 

Israel's response wfll be de- 
ddedat Sunday’s cabinet meeting 
and is expected to be positive, 
according to the officials. 

U.S. embassy officials dec lined 
to confirm or deny die report, 
saying any information had to 
come from State Department 
spokeswoman Margaret Tutwfler 
fo Washington. 

Earlier Friday, Victor Poossa- 
valouk, an aide to the Russian 
foreign minister for Middle East 
and North African affairs, invited 
Lebanon to the talks. 

Mr. Poussavalouk said be ex- 
tended the invitation to 
Secretary-General of the 
Lebanese Foreign Ministry SoheO 
Shammas. 

“As co-sponsors of the peace 
talks, I relayed an invitation to 
Lebanon to take part in the forth- 
coming round of Arab-Israeli 
peace talks in Washington on 
Aug. 24,” Mr.. Poussavalouk told 
reporters after meeting Mr. 

S hammas . 

Delegates from Lebanon, 
Syria, Jordan and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation met m 
Damascus last week and decided 
to take part in the forthcoming 


round of Middle East peace talks, 

sponsored jointly by the United 
States and Russia. ’ 

' Tfietalks 'Vwll be tfie scab fo a 
series that began last October in 
Madrid, Spain, and continued 
with four rounds in Washington. 

Israel had pushed for the next 
round to be held closer to the 
region, and all sides had agreed 
on Rome. But Italy apparently 
was unprepared to host negotia- 
tions before September, while 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker wanted them held sooner. 

The upcoming round wfll be 
tire first since tire June election of 
the gov e r nm ent of Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin. 

Israelis raid Lebanon 

. Against the backdrop of prepa- 
rations for the talks, Israeli war- 
planes attacked positions of re- 
sistance forces in South Lebanon 
twice fo the space of a few hours 
on Thursday, wounding six peo- 
ple, security sources said. 

They said the jets fired rockets 
on Hizboflah targets fo the village 
of Yater East of the ancient aty 
of Tyre, 75 kilometres south of 
Beirut. 

One of tiie rockets hit a two- 
storey house levelling it and 
wounding two civilians, the 
sources added. Another rocket 
destroyed a petrol station starting 
a big fire. 

Several houses and cars were 
(Continued on page 5) 


11 Palestinians refuse 
Israeli expulsion deal 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Eleven Palesti- 
nians slated for expulsion are 
challenging Isreal’s new prime 
minister, Yitzhak Rabin, to prove 
be was serious about peace by 
cancelling their expulsion orders. 

The men rejected a deal with 
the state prosecutor to go into 
three-year voluntary exfle and 
demanded to be freed, their 
spokesman told a news confer- 
ence Thursday. 

“We want this to be a sticky 
issue, we want to embarrass 
Rabin,” nationalist leader Riad 
AI MaOri said. 

The former right-wing govern- 
ment of Yitzhak Shamir ordered 
tire 11 expelled seven months ago 
after demands by Jewish settlers 
for a crackdown against Palesti- 
nian attacks in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. The expul- . 
sion orders were condemned in- 
ternationally. 

The 11 have rejected a com-' 
promise to prevent voluntary ex- 
pulsions becoming the new Israeli 
policy, a spokesman said. 

Mr. Rabin, who toppled Mr. 
Shamir in elections last month, 
spent ' much of his first week in 


office success fu lly negotiating a 
voluntary exfle deal with five 
wanted Palestinians holed up at 
the West Bank university of AI 
Najah. 

“Wbaf happened at AI Najah 
was an incorrect decision, it 
should not be repeated,” said Mr. 
Malki. 

Under ’pressure from the Un- 
ited States, Israel's closest ally 

and sponsor of Middle East peace 
talks, Israel eased expulsions dur- 
ing flic past year. It has not 
expelled any Palestinians since it 
expelled four fo April 1991. 

Israeli, Palestinian killed 

A Palestinian and an Israeli 
poEceman were killed TTrarsday 
m a fight outside Old Jerusalem. 

Police said the Palestinian 
attacked two policeman with a 
knife, wounding one fatally and 
the other lightly. 

An Israeli grabbed a pistol 
from one of the police and 
opened fire, as did two border 
police nearby, the army said. The 
Palestinian dkdon the spot, the 

(C ontin a r d on page 2) 



RF.URF FOR t 'ri H i * H KU fS: a plane contributed by the Hwhomi ti» Jordanian Charit- 
knded with 16.5 tonnes of medicine and medical able Organisation. The organisation seat a ship- 
sqtpHes worth JD 158,000 left Amman Friday for ment of food and medical supplies to Somafi 
tiie Chedaro-Ingush RepobBc. The plane load was refugees fo Yemen on July 18. 


Parliament deadlocked over law on 
parties, joint session in the offing 


By P.V. Vfvefcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate) 
has confounded expectations 
and is insisting on its amend- 
ments to tiie draft law on poli- 
tical parties, but the govern- 
ment appears confident that 
the passage of the legislation is 
ensured fo the form it was 
.approved by the Lower House. 

The Senate, in a meeting 
Thursday, remained firm in its 
position that the amendments 
it proposed should be incorpo- 
rated into the draft law regard- 
less of the rejection by the 
Lower House. 

As a conciliatory gesture, 
the appointed 40-member Up- 
per House entrusted its Law 
Committee with drawing up a 
“memorandum” explaining its 
reasons for proposing the 
amendments to the elected 80- 
member House, senators who 
attended the session told the 
Jordan Times. 

Most observers said a joint 
session of Paifiament appeared 
to be tiie only way out of the 
deadlock fo view of the stated 
positions of members of both 
chambers. And the govern- 
ment backs the position of the 
Lower House. 


“The government is fully be- 
hind the Lower House over 
this issue and is confident that 
the draft law will secure en- 
dorsement in a joint session,” 
said a senior official. 

“We explained our stand to 
the Upper House and reaf- 
firmed our determination to 
ensure the enactment of the 
law as soon as possible,” added 
the official, who asked not to 
be named. 

“We have worked very hard 
wrth.tbe Lower House to pro- 
duce its endorsement of the 
.draft and we are committed to 
the agreements we made with 
the House.” 

The original law was drafted 
by the government and pre- 
sented to Parliament at the 
outset of the current extraor- 
dinary session which began in 
mid-June. The draft under- 
went amendments fo the Low- 
er House after extensive deli- 
berations between the govern- 
ment and the various political 
blocs before being passed on to 
the Upper House in mid-July. 

The Senate added its own 
amendments to the draft and 
sent it back to the House one 
week later. The House, 
arguing that it was not willing 
to go beyond the changes it 
incorporated in its compromise 


with the government, rejected 
the Senate amendments and 
returned the law to the Senate 
last Wednesday. The Senate is 
now insisting on its amend- 
ments and hence the prospect 
of a joint session of the two 
chambers where a two-thirds 
majority will decide the fate of 
the draft law. 

Senators argued that the 
Lower House appeared not to 
have fully understood— the 
reasons behind the Senate- 
proposed amendments and 
hence the decision to present 
an explanation. “But that does 
mean any change in the Sen- 
ate’s position and insistence on 
the amendments it has prop- 
osed,” said an Upper House 
member. 

“In fact, the amendments we 
proposed are aimed at protect- 
ing the interests of the citizen 
rather than harming them as 
the deputies (members of the 
Lower House) seem to argue,” 
added the senator, who prefer- 
red anonymity. 

“If our brothers fo the Low- 
er House cbopse not to appreci- 
ate our explanation (as will be 
presented in the suggested 
memorandum), then .we have 
no choice but to convene a 

(Continued on page 5) 


Junblatt 

defies 

government 

BEIRUT (AP) — Druze leader 
Walid Junblatt defied President 
Elias Hrawi’s government and 
ordered his followers to stage a 
sit-in Friday at a national library 
southeast of Beirut, refusing to 
turn it back to government bands. 

Hundreds of white-turban'ed 
Druze clergymen, wearing tradi- 
tional black garbs, staged the 
protest at the national library in 
Baaqlfo, one day after the army 
moved into the three-storey 
bufldmg to re-establish govern- 
ment control. 

The sit-in was accompanied by 
a general strike that gripped the 
Shouf mountains, Mr. Junblatt’s 
traditional power base, to protest 
against the army's takeover of the 
library as well as two historic 
palaces in nearby Beitiddfo. 

Banks, shops, restaurants and 
other businesses dosed m the 
Shouf in line with the strike called 
by Mr. Junblatt to protest against 
what be described as ‘“provoca- 
tive practices,” by the govern- 
ment. 

The army's move Thursday was' 
fo line with a government deci- 
sion to re-establish control over 
state-owned buildings that had 

been confiscated by the various 

militias during the 1975-1990 dvil 
war. 

The three state-owned sites 
had been controlled by Mr. Jxub- 
latt’s Progress ve Socialist Party 
(PSP). 

Hehneted government troops, 
armed with M-16 assault rifles, 
did not try to prevent the Druze 
clergymen from entering the lib- 
rary building. 

( Continue d on page 2) 


Sahaf takes over as 
Iraqi foreign minister 


BAGHDAD (R) — President 
Saddam Hussein has sacked his 
finance minister. Diplomats said 
tiie cabinet shake-up showed the 
strains of U.N. sanctions. 

Foreign Minister Ahmad Hus- 
sein AI Khudayer, a Saddam 
confidant and former ambassador 
who entered foe cabinet after the 
Gulf war, took over the Finance 
Ministry from Majeed Abed 
Jaafar- 

Diplomats attributed Mr. 
Abed Jaafar’s dismissal to grave 
economic problems under U.N. 
sanctions. 

The blockade has blocked oil 
sales abroad, Iraq's main source 
of income. The country suffers 
rampant inflation and a crisis 
over forged banknotes. 

Mr. Khudayer has held no pre- 
vious economic post. He rose 
through the military branch of the 
ruling Baath Party and served as 
ambassador to Bulgaria and Iran. 

Mohammad Saeed AI Sahaf, 
Mr. Khudayer's number two as 
minister of state, was named fore- 
ign minister, the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) reported. 

President Saddam also dismis- 
sed the minister of higher educa- 
tion and scientific research, 
Abdul Razzak AI Hashimi. 

Diplomats said he lost Presi- 
dent Saddam’s confidence over 
another consequence of the Golf 
war — a “brain drain” of 
academics and scientists emigrat- 
ing to escape hardship and isola- 
tion. 

Hts replacement was the head 
of Iraq’s Atomic Energy Orga- 
nisation, Htunam Abdul Khaliq 
Abdul Ghafor. 

‘Merchants executed’ 

Iraq has executed more than 20 


merchants it accused of profiteer- 
ing and has banned relatives from 
publicly mourning their dead, 
according to travellers who left 
Baghdad this week. 

They said tiie executed mer- 
chants were considered traitors 
by the Iraqi government. 

Traders were rounded up and 
tied to telephone poles fo front of 
'their shops where they were 
pelted with eggs and fruit and 
spat at, one traveller said on 
Thursday. Signs were hung 
around their necks proclaiming 
them “greedy merchants.” 

“They were (later) taken away 
fo pickups and some were ex- 
ecuted,” one man told Reuters, 
saying he personally knew several 
of the traders who had been 
killed. 

“Three merchants from one 
family, brothers Salim mid Tareq 
Hamra and Tareq’s son Haidar, 
were among those executed,” 
another said. 

None of the travellers inter- 
viewed by Reuters and quoted fo 
the Nicoisa-datetined report were 
willing to be identified for fear of 
reprisals against family members 
still in Iraq. 

There has been no independent 
confirmation of tiie reports but' 
diplomats fo the region said they i 
believed up to 40 people had 
been executed in the past week in 
the crackdown ordered by Presi- 
dent Saddam. 

“Merchants were called to a 
meeting with the trade minister 
but instead were met by (Iraq’s) 
chief of security Sabawi Ibrahim 
who accused them of boarding 
and profiteering and then 
ordered his men saying ‘take this 

(C ontfo ncd on page 2) 


Arafat offers to meet 
Israel’s premier 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Palestine 
liberation Organisation (FLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat said fo a 
rare interview with an Israeli 
newspaper published Friday that 
be was willing to meet with 
Israel's new prime minister, Yit- 
zhak Rabin. 

Praising Mr. Rabin’s election 
as a “vote for peace,” Mr. Arafat 
asked the Israeli leader to negoti- 
ate directly with the PLO as tiie 
only group that can ensure a 
peace settlement. 

His remarks were published fo 
•the respected Israeli daily 
Haaretz. Mr. Arafat declared 
that Arabs and Jews are- 
“brothers” and repeatedly said 
peace was posable with good will 
by all. 

The wide-ranging interview 
was conducted by Uri Avneri, a 
liberal Israeli journalist who first 
talked to Mr. Arafat when tiie 
PLO was under siege by the 
Israeli army in Beirut in 1982. 

Asked whether be would meet 
with Mr. Rabin, Mr. Arafat said: 
*Tm ready. But is he ready?” 

Asked what he would tell the 
Israeli leader, Mr. Arafat said: “I 
would tell him one thing: ‘Come 
and let’s make a just peace, for 
tiie sake of our children and your 
children.’” He was evasive when 
asked whether he would meet 
Mr. Rabin fo occupied Jeru- 
salem. 

Mr. Rabin’s spokesman. Gad 
Ben Ari, refused comment on the 
interview Friday. 

All Israeli governments, in- 
cluding Mr. Rabin's, refuse to 
negotiate with the PLO. 

But some members of Mr. 
Rabin’s left-of centre coalition 


government, including leading 
legislators fo his own Labour 
Party, support talks with the PLO 
on condition it renounces vio- 
lence. 

And unlike his predecessor, 
Yitzhak Shamir, Mr. Rabin has 
suggested he does not mind if 
Palestinian peace negotiators 
consult with the PLO. 

In the interview, Mr. Arafat 
urged Mr. Rabin to go one step 
further and agree to formal talks. 

“I would like to ask Rabin: In 
your big (TV) showdown with 
Shamir on the eve of the elec- 
tions, you challenged Shamir and 
told him be was conducting in- 
direct negotiations with the PLO 
and with Arafat. I’m asking: Why 
are continuing along the same 
road now?” 

Mr. Arafat warned that there 
could be no peace settlement 
without the PLO. “If you negoti- 
ate with the principal power, the 
PLO, it is possible to solve prob- 
lems. If you ignore the principal 
group, nothing will get settled.” 

Mr. /\rafat kefo evading repe- 
ated questions on whether the 
FLO would back a “ceasefire” 
between Israelis and Palestinians 
during the negotiations. 

“You want me to give yoq 
answers when I'm on the out- 
side,” he said. He added later: “I 
will not give something for no- 
thing.” 

Concerning details of a peace 
settlement, he said he wanted 
foreign observers to oversee 
proposed elections in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

He said he also backed the idea 

(Continued on page 2) 


U.N. to issue report on 
Baghdad search this week 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— As expected, the long-delayed 
U.N. search of Iraq’s Ministry of 
Agriculture did not tron up evi- 
dence of long-range missiles or. 
other forbidden weapons, the 
chief weapons inspector has con- 
firmed. 

Iraqi officials barred weapons 
inspectors from the ministry for 
more than three weeks. 

The U.N. team searched the 
nranstryTuesday and Wednesday 
for evidence that Iraq was hiding 
weapons of mass destruction, 
which are banned by Security 
Council resolutions that ended 
the Gulf war. 

The inspectors were still ana- 
lysing some photographs and 
other evidence from the ministry 
and would issue a final report 
Monday, said Rolf Ekens, bead 
of the council's weapons commit 
sion.. 

“I don’t feel from the early 
information that we wefll get 
conclusive proof of forbidden 
material,” he said. 

Inspectors were barred from 
•the ministry July 5. They waited 
outride for 17 days before they 
left citing the threat of violence 


by Iraqi demonstrators. 

Mr. Ekeus said his arms ex- 
perts were “approaching the 
end” of their major searches, and 
did not plan to step up their 
inspections — a tactic the United 
States favours to pressure Iraq. 

At a news conference after he 
briefed the Security Council, Mr. 
Ekeus said Thursday be had not 
expected the search to turn up 
proof of banned weapons de- 
velopment. 

Nevertheless, he declared the 
enterprise an “absolute, total, 
unqualified success” because 
Iraq, after first resisting, allowed 
the search under the conditions 
dictated by the United Nations. 

Mr. Ekeus said he refused a 
request by Iraq's deputy prime 
minister, Tareq Aziz, to ban 
citizens of countries that fought 
the Gulf war against Iraq from 
future inspection teams. 

Inspectors on the team that 
entered the ministry in Baghdad 
were from Finland, Switzerland, 
Russia and Germany — none of 
which joined the anti-Iraqi coali- 
tion. 

f Continued on page 2) 


Over 213 reportedly 
killed in two air crashes 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — Two 
aircrashes were reported Friday, 
killing over 213 people. 

A Thai Airways International 
jetliner carrying 113 people slam- 
med into a hm in the forested 
Himalayan foothills amid heavy 
rain Friday as it prepare to land, 
Kathmandu airport officials said. 

Nepal esc^rmy teams found the 
wreckage in the Palling Valley 
about 50 kilometres south of 
Kathmandu, a three-hour walk 
from the nearest road. 

It was doubtful there were any 

survivors. 

The Airbus A310-300, 
apparently carrying mostly tour- 
ists, lost contact with tiie air 
control tower 75 kilometres south 
of the airport near the village of 
Simra, where the hills begin to 
rise to the lofty Himalayas, the 
airifae said. 

A statement released in Bang- 
kok said 11 Americans, 17 
Japanese and 23 Nepalese were 
aboard the aircraft. The plane 
also carried five Belgians, five 
Films, four Germans, three Spa- 
niards, two Thais, two Koreans, 
two Israelis, two Britons, two 
Canadians, one New Zealander 
and one Australian. 

Kathmandu is a popular tourist 
destination and the staging point 
for mountain climbing teams hop- 


ing to scale the world's highest 
peaks. But July, when the city is 
drenched by summer monsoons, 
is off-season, possibly explaining 
why the plane was half-empty. 

Thai Airways said the jet was 
built in November 1987 and 
leased from a Canadian com- 
pany, Blenheim, fo May 1990. 

It was the first major accident 
involving a Thai Airways'Intema- 
tionai airline since its domestic 
and international operations 
merged in 1988. 

A YAK-42 airline carrying 116 
passengers and 10 crew members 
crashed on takeoff from Naiyfog 
airport in east China on Friday, 
killing 100 of those on board, 
Xinhua news agency reported. 

. It said the 26 other people on 
board the flight, from Nanjing 
City in Jiangsu province to Xia- 
men City in southeast China’s 
Fujian province, were injured 
and rescue operations were still 
going on. 

The aircraft, operated by the 
China General-Purpose Airline 
Company, failed to lift off and 
ended in a ball of fire about 600 
metres beyond the runway, tiie 
agency said. 

The case of the crash is under 
investigation, the agency added, 
and Nanjing airport has resumed 
normal operations. 
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Ghali: No U.N. observer for 
new Mideast peace talks 


By Victoria Graham 

The Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS — Secret- 
ary General Boutros Ghali says 
be mil not send observers to the 
next round of Mideast peace talks 
involving the new Israeli govern- 
ment and insists on full U.N: 
participation — or nothing at all. 

The Egyptian diplomat, who 
has been in office seven months, 
said that if the Israeli government 
or the U.S. and Russian co- 
sponsors of the conference invite 
the United Nations to become a 
member of the conference, he 
would gladly attend. 

In an interview Tuesday with 
the Associated Press, however, 
Dr. Ghali made it dear that it is 
unacceptable to be a mere obser- 
ver, while the European Com- 
munity (EC), is a fall fledged 
member. 

The next round of bilateral 
talks on the Middle East will be 
held in Washington in the latter 
part of August. 

Dr. Ghali, who helped negoti- 
ate the Camp David peace agree- 
ment in 1970, has shared the view 
of his predecessor, Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, that the United Na- 
tions should be deeply involved in 
tbe peace process. Mr. Perez de 


Cuellar withdrew U.N. observers 
from tbe conference after it be- 
came dear it would play no sub- 
stantive role. 

“In any case, we do not intend 
to send an observer," Dr. Ghali 
said. “The only thing acceptable 
would be to participate as a full- 
fledged member in negotiations." 

The United Nations, he 
emphasised, is not trying to im- 
pose itself if all parties agree the 
problems are to be solved outside 
the framework of the United 
Nations. 

But he made it clear that he 
would welcome an invitation to 
partidpate on an equal basis with 
others. 

“If the protagonists ask us, we 
are there, we are ready to serve," 
the secretary-general said, noting 
that Arab foreign ministers meet- 
ing in Damascus recently de- 
clared it would be important for 
tbe United Nations to be invited 
to partidpate. 

Israel also must agree, he said, 
adding, “if they propose to us, we 
are there, playing a role in the 
region.” 

The new Israeli government of 
Yitzhak Rabin, widely viewed as 
more eager for a settlement than 
its predecessor, has not called for 
U.N. participation beyond a 


peripheral observer role. For- 
many years within Israel tbe U.N. 
organisation has been considered 
biased against Israel in decisions 
of the Security Council and 
General Assembly. 

“It is in the interest of every- 
body to have partidpatiou of the 
United Nations," Dr. Ghali said, 
because the world body has milit- 
ary observers and peacekeepers 
on Israel’s borders and provides 
humanitarian aid to Palestinians. 

In a new peace process with a 
new Israeli government, he said, 
the U.N. experience and physical 
presence should lead to a new 
“very active” U.N. role. 

On other topical subjects, Dr. 
Ghali said: 

— Now is tbe time for further 
diplomacy and negotiation to per- 
suade Iraq to comply with various 
U.N. resolutions and- require- 
ments. He did not reject a milit- 
ary option but called it “another 
side” of persuasion and said that 
in principle it could complement 
diplomatic efforts. 

— He still is trying to persuade 
Libya to comply with the Security 
Council's demand that “terrorist" 
suspects be banded over for irin 1 
in the West. He said he hopes in a 
few days to send a mission to 
Libya to present a list of ques- 



Bvtru Ghali 

tions about “terrorism,” includ- 
ing whether certain training 
camps still operate, whether cer- 
tain individuals still are in the 
country. 

— He is not shifting priorities 
from Yugoslavia to Somalia and 
problems of the developing 
world. “The United Nations has 
the same responsibility towards 
all countries of the world and, 
like a doctor, cannot sqy ‘I take 
care of this patient because be is 
rich and l do not pay attention to 
another because be is poor." 

Public opinion, he said, is in- 
terested in Yugoslavia, making it 
easier to play a role. “But public 
opinion is not interested in what 
is going on in Somalia, so it is more 
difficult to obtain support of 
member states for a role there. 


Libyan media 
•assail Iraq 

TRIPOLI (AP) — Libya s official 
media has criticised Iraq for re- 
versing its refusal to allow U.N. 
inspectors to search its Ministry 
Of Agriculture for documents on 
forbidden weapons. 

“Iraq should have resisted 
strongly and should have offered 
-millions of martyrs to defend its 
dignity because death is better 
-and more honourable than bow- 
ing to the United States and 
allowing this humiliation to the 
land and the people," said an 
editorial in the newspaper A1 
Jamahiriya on Friday. 

’■ The newspaper is the mouth- 
< piece of Libyan leader Mummar 
.Qadhafi's Revolutionary Com- 
mittees, a security apparatus that 
watches implementation of his 
policies. 

. ' Iraq permitted U.N. inspectors 
to search the ministry this week 
after a three-week refusal that 
risked a punitive military strike 
by the United States and its prin- 
cipal Gulf war allies. 

A two-day search of the minis- 
try produced no documents about 
long-range missiles or other for- 
bidden weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. The search was in line with 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions that ended the Gulf war. 

“Iraq should have rejected this 
.(search) measure,” AI Jamahir- 
iya said. “Having accepted it this 
time, it should not allow its re- 
petition in future so that this may 
not become an established princi- 
ple in ‘international relations." 

_ A commentary on state televi- 
sion Thursday night said: “Are 
the Arabs fated to take insults 
and accept humiliation in this 
manner — a manner that does 
not observe the simplest princi- 
ples of humanity and justice in 
international relations." 

- Libya itself has expressed 
readiness to cooperate with a 
j-’ different kind of U.N. inspection. 

Tripoli has asked the world 
body to send an inspection team 
to Libya to ascertain that the 
country has severed all links with 
“terrorist" movements', as re- 
quired by a U.N. resolution. 

Ali Al Treiki, Libya's delegate 
to the Cairo-based Arab League, 
disclosed this on Thursday, and 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali said he hopes to send the 
mission in the next few days. 

In an interview with the 
Associated Press, Dr. Ghali said 
the mission would present a list of 
questions, including whether 
some people with “terrorist" 
links are still in Libya and 
whether specific training camps 
still exist. 


Turkey says it is ready to 
discuss water with Syria 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey's con- 
trol of Euphrates River water 
could be discussed when Foreign 
Minister Hikmet Cetin visits 
neighbouring Syria at the 
weekend. 

“Water, as an issue, is not on 
our agenda,” Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Filiz Dincmen told 
reporters ahead of Mr. Cetin's 
August. 1-2 visit. “(But) if the 
Syrian side brings it up, it will of 
course be discussed.” 

Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mi rel touched raw nerves in Tur- 
key's downstream neighbours on 
Friday when he said Turkey had 
the right to do what it wanted 
with water from the Euphrates 
which runs through Syria and 
Iraq. 

He spoke a day before Turkey 
began power generation from the 
Ataturk Dam on the Euphrates, 
the lynchpin of a $25-billion pow- 
er and irrigation scheme in the 
guerrilla-hit southeast. 

Syria and Iraq fear Turkey will 
control the water to their detri- 
ment and have long sought a 
trilateral agreement assigning 
specific quotas to each down- 
stream country. 

“For us the matter is not one of 
sharing the waters. To us, the 
issue is to find resources and 
methods to make maximum use 
of all regional waters,” Ms. Dinc- 
men said. 


“We are ready for cooperation. 
This is what we have always 
proposed and we have never seen 
(water) as a political problem or a 
tool of pressure,” she added. 

Turkey says it is fulfilling a 
1987 pledge to keep Euphrates 
water flowing acorss the Syrian 
border at an average rate of 500 
cubic metres per second. Syria 
has since demanded 700. 

Syria's official press urged Tur- 
key on Sunday to share water 
fairly, saying it had no right to 
“monopolise” the waters of the 
Euphrates and the Tigris, which 
flows directly into Iraq. 

“Syria calls for a fair sharing of 
the Euphrates and Tigris waters 
in order not to deny Syrians 
drinking water and water to irri- 
gate their plants," Tishreen said 
in a front-page editorial. 

Mr. Demird ~ said Syria and 
Iraq had no claim to the waters of 
the Euphrates and Tigris on Tur- 
key’s side of the border. 

“The water resources are Tur- 
key's. The oil resources are 
theirs. We do not say we share 
their oil resources. They cannot 
say they share our water re- 
sources,” he said. 

Ms. Dmcmen said one issue 
definitely on Mr. Cetin’s agenda 
was a Syrian promise in April to 
close camps used by Turkey’s 
Kurdish rebels in Lebanon's Sy- 
rian-controlled Bekaa Valley. 
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Turkish 
planes 

hit rebel 
Kurds 
in Iraq 

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (R) — 
Turkish planes have struck at two 
camps used, by Turkish rebel 
Kurds in northern Iraq, witnesses 
near the border have said. 

Iraqi Kurdish guerrilla sources 
reached by telephone in northern 
Iraq said three Iraqi Kurdish 
guerrillas had been killed in a 
Turkish air strike on Hiror, 
northeast of the Iraqi border 
town of Zakho. They had no 
word on casualties among Tur- 
kish rebel Kurds. 

The witnesses said Turkish 
planes flew reconnaissance- mis- 
sions on Thursday after raids on 
Wednesday aimed at separatist 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
bases in Dmji and Hakurk, up to 
20 kilometres from the frontier. 

Turkish gunners also shelled a 
PKK camp at Haftanin, northeast 
of Zakho, on Wednesday, the 
witnesses said. 

Military officials in Ankara 
were not available for comment. 

Tbe Turkish air force has laun- 
ched repeated bombing raids at 
PKK targets in Iraq during tbe 
past year as part of a wider 
military effort to smash the eight- 
year-old insurgency. 

Unidentified gunmen shot 
dead Qetin Abayan, a journalist 
working for a Kurdish weekly, in 
the southeastern town of Batman 
on Wednesday, local reporters 
said. 

Four other Kurdish journalists 
have been among scores of peo- 
ple murdered in the southeast this 
year. 

Turkish authorities blame 
many of the street killings on a 
PKK-Hizbollah feud. Nationalist 
Kurds believe they are the work 
of death squads operating in col- 
lusion with the security forces. 

Two people were lolled and 
four were wounded in a clash 
between members of the PICK 
and a rival Islamic fundamentalist 
Hizboilah group in tbe southeast- 
ern town of Nusaybin on 
Wednesday, residents said. There 
was no official confirmation. 

More than 4300 people have 
been lulled since the PKK began 
its war for an independent state 
for Turkey’s estimated 10 million 
Kurds in 1984. About 900 have 
died this year alone. 


Police report 27 sabotage 
attacks across Algeria 


ALGIERS (R) — Saboteurs haw 
mounted a total of 27 attacks 
against Algeria’s telecommunica- 
tions network throughout tbe 
country, the state news agency 
APS has reported. . 

It quoted tbe national gendar- 
merie as saying the areas Tlem- 
cen, 440 kilometres southwest of 
Algiers, and Blida, 40 kilometres 
south of capital, bad been parti- 
cularly badly hit. The attacks 
happened in 15 different areas. 

The gendarmerie did not say 
over what period the attacks had 
taken place. There have been 
almost daily reports of attacks on 
the telephone network in recent 
days. 

Violence has surged in Algeria 
since authorities cancelled elec- 
tions which the fundamentalist 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) was 
poised to win in January. A court 
banned the movement in March. 

On Wednesday, state radio re- 
ported that saboteurs had set fire 
to telephone exchanges in two 
widely-separated areas, of the 
country and cut telephone lines in 
a third. 

Detainees protest 

Prisoners in a desert camp for 
Islamic fundamentalists protested 
recently after they were denied 
visitors for a week bnt they are 
not being starved, a government- 
appointed human rights group 
said Thursday. 

State radio said it contacted the 
National Rights Observatory for 
comment after "information 
ciruclated” about bad health con- 
ditions and food at the camp at 
Ouargla, 580 kilometres south of 
Algiers in the Sahar a Desert. 

A statement signed by “Ouarg- 
la detainees” and dated 22 July, 
distributed ita Algiers, said 
“starvation campaign" began 
against 900 prisoners in the camp 
two weeks previously. 

About 7,000 FIS supporters 
were interned in desert camps in 
February. Some 3,000 have since 
been released. 

The ■ statement said detainees 
were being fed only pasta in 
water twice a day and milk to 
drink had been replaced by tea 
without sugar. They had no other 
food since visits to them had been 
banned. 

It said visits had been stopped 
on June 29 on the grounds of 
mourning for assassinated head 
of state Mohammad Boudiaf but 
the ban continued after the ’ 
seven Aday mourning period. ^ 

It complained of filthy Water 


tire camp, .in- 
huge numbers of 


seeping 
tense heat 
insects. 

The radio quoted the National 
Human Rights Observatory as 
saying visits to prisoners at Onar- 
gal, who It said numbered no 
more than 600, had been stopped 
for a week for security reasons 
after Mr. Boudiaf s murder. 

Prisoners “mounted a protest 
movement” during the week 
visits were banned, the observa- 
tory added. It did not describe 
what form the protests took but 
said authorities had been con- 
tacted, normality . bad returned 
and visits bad then been resumed. 

The observatory said there was 
no starvation in the camp. Prison- 
ers were fed the same food as 
soldiers and had not complained 
about food during their protest. 

Factory to dose 

A second state-run factory in 
Algeria is being forced by econo- 
mic crisis to give workers a com- 
pulsory holiday tbe APS news 
agency reported on Thursday. 

It said the National Enterprise 
of Graphic Arts, which publishes 

775.000 university and school 
books each year, would give half 
its 500 workers a holiday in 
September and the other half in 
October. The whole factory nor- 
mally has an annual hob day in 
August. 

APS quoted a company official 
as saying a slump in sales caused 
by price increases raised the pos- 
sibility of the workers being sack- 
ed if "the parties concerned” — 
presumably the government — 
did not intervene. 

Algeria removed many price 
subsidies this year in reforms 
agreed with the International 
Monetary Fund. The official said 
taxes had also been imposed on 
books for the first time. 

On Tuesday, state radio re- 
ported that the National Enter- 
prise of Domestic Electrical 
Goods in Tizi-Ouzou, east of 
Algiers, was being forced to dose 
down for September and put its 

5.000 workers od part pay be- 
cause of a lack of foreign curren- 
cy to import components. 

Algeria's new prime minister. 
Belaid Abdul Salam, said Mon- 
day tiie country had to shift to a 
war economy, cutting imports to 
bare essentials and dosing factor- 
ies if necessary to preserve fore- 
ign exchange. 

AJgeriavhas $25 billion in fore- 
ign debt and .20 per . cent unem- 
ployment. 


Radical Iranian cleric 
quits key economic job 


NICOSIA (R) — Mehdi Kamibi, 
radical former speaker of Iran’s 
parliament, has resigned as head 
of Martyr Foundation, a con- 
glomerate which started as a 
charity. 

Critics have charged misman- 
agement and financial irregular- 
ities in the foundation, initially 
set up to look after families of 
people killed in the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Mr. Karrubi submit- 
ted his resignation to supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
together with a report on the 
foundation's activities. 

Mr. Kamibi, a Muslim dcric 
and vocal advocate of militant 
Islamic polides, headed the 
foundation since the late Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollab Khomeini ordered 
its formation in 1980. 

In 1987 he led anti-U.S. de- 
monstrations in Mecca in which 
400 people, most of them Iranian 
pilgrims, were killed in dashes 
with Saudi security forces. 

He lost his seat in the Majlis 
when a right-centre coalition 
backing President Akbar Hashe- 
nri Rafsanjani's liberal economic 
polides and pragmatist diploma- 
cy swept the April-May polls. 

Starting with property confis- 
cated after the revolution, the 
Martyr Foundation grew with 


government backing into a huge 
enterprise involved in industry, 
real estate, commerce, health 
care and other areas. It runs 
duty-free shops at Iranian air- 
ports and hospitals in Lebanon 
and Sudan. 

IRNA said Mr. Karrubi’s de- 
puty, Mohammad Hassan Rahi- 
nrian, was named acting bead of 
the foundation. 

Ties with Britain 

An Iranian newspaper has cal- 
led on Tehran to forget about 
restoring normal relations with 
Britain and take a firm stance 
against its “arrogant polides." 

The Kayhan International said 
on Thursday that Britain's habit 
of “living in the past” and failure 
to accept Iran’s Islamic revolu- 
tion were the sources of tension, 
not a death order against British 
novelist Salman Rushdie. 

“The Islamic Republic of Iran 
should once and for all forget the 
idea of restoring healthy relations 
with London," the English- 
language newspaper said. 

“If some think that Satanic 
author Salman Rushdie remains 
the last hurdle to improved ties, 
they are fll-informed at best,” it 
said. 

It was the latest criticism of 
Britain since it expelled on Friday 
three Iranians. 


Arafat offers to meet Rabin 

j won t le 


(Continued from page 


1) 


of joint Palestinian Israeli com- 
mittees dealing with any prob- 
lems that might arise once 
Palestinian setf-role in the occu- 
pied territories is in effect. 

He played down the possiburty 
that Muslim fundamentalists 
opposed to the peace negotia- 
tions would sabotage a deal- 
Mr. Arafat warned that Israel 
must not ignore the Syrians while 
pressing ahead on a settlement 
with the Palestinians. Mr. Rabin 
has said he would give priority to 
the Palestinians. 

“I don’t think Rabin is stupid. 


a «d therefore won’t leave them 
(the Syrians) on the outside" 
Mr Arafat said. 

He said be believed Israel 
could reach an agreement on the 
future of the Golan Heights. 

u Aa»rdin£ to information that 
reached me from different 
sources, there is an intention .to 
reach a new agreement on a 
separation of forces. There has to 
be some withdrawal, there has to 
be a goodwill gesture from ail 

sides” he said. 

Mr. Rabin has said Israel 
would not “go down” from the 
strategic heights, but suggested 
there was room for some territo- 
rial compromise. 


U.N. to release report on search 


(Continued from page 1) 

Iraqi newspaper proclaimed 
victory on Thursday in the dis- 
pute. 

“Truth triumphs/’ said a front- 
page headline in the official news- 
paper Al Jumbouriyah after tbe 
U.N. inspectors left empty- 
handed on Wednesday. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said the crisis was fabricated by 
the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) after U.N. inspec- 
tors bad made some 200 searches 
in seven months and found no- 
thing violating the Gulf war ceas- 
efire terms. 

He said American Mark Silver 
invented the danger from Iraqi 
demonstrators used to justify the 
ending last week of his team's 
vigil at the ministry. 

Tbe team’s withdrawal pro- 
vided a pretext for “ambiguity 
and suspicion,” that materials 
and documents were removed be- 
fore new inspectors searched and 
found nothing, he said. 

“The inspectors were not 
threatened. Demonstrators acted 
in a balanced manner and the 
Iraqi authorities had taken all 
precautionary measures needed 
to ensure the security and safety 
of tiie team.” the spokesman 
said. 

Mr. Silver had reported that a 
demonstrator tried to stab an 
inspector and a man grabbed 
another in an attempt to beat 
him. The team was pelted with 
eggs and fruit and tbe tyres of its 
vehicles were slashed. 

The Iraqi spokesman said talks 
between Mr. Aziz and Mr. Ekeus 
focused on the composition and 
actions of U.N. inspectors. 


“Mr. Ekeus... promised that 
be would instruct these teams to 
act with due respect to the consid- 
erations of sovereignty, dignity 
and internal security which Were 
frequently asserted by Iraq.” the 
spokesman said. 

A U.N. investigator meanwhile 
accused Iraq of indiscriminately 
bombarding villages in the south- 
ern part of the country and 
appealed to Baghdad to stop its 
alleged repression of Shiite Mus- 
lims living there. 

Max Van der Stoel, tbe special 
rapporteur for the Geneva-based 
Human Rights Cbmmission, said 
United Nations should send 
monitoring teams all over Iraq to 
report on abuses. 

“It is a matter of utmost urgen- 
cy that concrete measures be 
immediately taken in response to 
the current series of grave viola- 
tion of human rights in southern 
Iraq," he said in his report, 
obtained by Reuters. 

- Mr. Van der Stoel also said he 
had a videotape that shows the 
prime minister of Iraq late last 
year instructing several army 
officers “to wipe out" three 
marsh Arab tribes. 

In Washington, U.S. officials 
indicated on Wednesday the 
■Security Council would adopt a 
new resolution permitting force 
against Iraq for human rights 
abuses but diplomats said no such 
document has drawn up yet. 

On Thursday, U.S. State De- 
partment spokeswoman Sondra 
McCarty said that "Iraq must end 
this repression." 

She said the issue was being 
discussed among council mem- 
bers and "we have not ruled any 
options out.” 


Sahaf takes over as foreign minister 


^(Continued from page 1) 

one, take that one.* Those taken’ 
were executed," said one of tiie 
travellers. 

One traveller said he attended 
a session of mourning in Amman 
on Wednesday held by the family 
of executed trader Ra’adTabra, a 
leading Baghdad merchant Tbe 
wake was held in Jordan because 
of tbe Iraqi ban. Ra’acPs brother 
Sa’ad bad fled Baghdad and was 


in hiding. * 

President Saddam was~qtioted 
In the official media at the 
weekend as saying in a speech 
endorsing the crackdown: 

"Tbe law takes action over tbe 
necks that do not deserve to 
live.” 

Official newspapers said sever- 
al traders were “displayed in pub- 
lic so that they would be a lesson 
to anyone trying to profiteer at 
the expense of the people." 


Junblatt defies government 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Junblatt on Thursday sus- 
pended his participation in Mr. 
Ffrawfs 24-man cabinet to protest 
against the move. Health Minis- 
ter Marwan Hamadeh, also a 
Drnze, said he resigned his post. 

Also Thursday, the army 
moved into the Sheikh Abdullah 
Barracks which had served for 10 
years as tbe main supply and 
communications base for the fun- 
damentalist Shiite Muslim Hiz- 
boilah in east Lebanon’s ancient 
town of Baalbek. 


Palestinians refuse expulsion deal 


(Co n ti n ued from page 1) 

policeman in hospital. 

The Palestinian was about 30 
and lived in Sflwan, a district 
beneath the city walls where Jew- 
ish settlers took over eight homes 
last October. 

Palestinians in the West Bpnk 
town of Jenin ended a seven-day 
commercial strike Thursday wben 
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WEATHER 

BdktbtsuppBcd by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be fair and some clouds w31 
appear at bw altitudes. Winds will be 
westerly moderate, becoming fresh in 
(he afternoon. In Aqaba, winds win be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman J7 / Jo 

Aqaba 25/38 

Deserts 16 / 33 

Jordan Valley 23/37 

• 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
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man 31, Aqaba 38. Humidity readings: 
Amman 35 per cent. Aqaba 24 per 
CcnL 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr.Nidallssa 691011 

Dr. Joseph Imsih 770560 

Dr. Ramzi Mizzawi 894788 

Dr. Abdul Wahab Awad 846070 

Firas pharmacy _ 6619 12 

Fcrdowsphaimaey ...778336 

AlAstma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

DUUD: 

Dr. Amin Abu Eida (■ — ) 

Al Sharaa’ pharmacy (275825) 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. Maisoun Hanna (— ) 

Khaltfeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Cml Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emerge n c y 199 

Rescue Police ..... 192, 621 til, 637777 
Fire Brigade-.,.... 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PtoBcc 896390 

PubSc Security Dcpanmcm 65032 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Prior Cbmplaints .................. 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Cbmphnms 7871 II 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls — 010230 

Centra) Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .... 7741 11 


Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Eksctric Power 

Company ....... &MS381 

RJ Flight Information ......... 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ..... 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity , J. Amn ... -644281/6 
Akflcfa Maternity. J.Ama...- 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaHas, J. Amman ..... 636140 

Palestine, Shmekani .......... 664171/4 

Staneimi Hospital .... 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasbcr Hospital ......... 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666127/37 

Al-Ahti, AbdaK ; 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrcea ....... 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Owen Afia Hospital ......... 602240/50 

Ama] Hospital 674155 

ZAKQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital ...... 1091 

Zarqa National I 


TbnSma Hospital 109)986732 

Al Hiknp Modem Hospital (09)990990 

IIUHD: 

Princess Basma Hospital „ (02)275555 
Creek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn AI Nafocs Hospital..... (02)247100 

AQABA; 

PriiKS»H»yi Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOE THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

7K* information is soppBcd by Royal 
JonboJeo (RJ) information depirt- 
flK ® ■» the Queen Afia lotcmadoftal 
Airport Td. (08)S320(kS. where it 
ahodd always be verified 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal i) 

IfeN — Jokarti, iCala Lnapur, (RI) 


•*4* New Delhi (RJ) 

ItelS Dhahran(RJ) 

WtS Damascus (RJ) 

Itm .... Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

UM Colombo (RJ) 

Ifctt Abu Dfaabi. Doha (RJ) 

IMS Beirut { 

17:4« Cairo { 

tt£5 Istanbul i 

.... NcwYoAl, Amsterdam (Rj) 

Ifc 2 S Frankfurt. Vienna ( 

UfcSa London Berlin (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2 ) 

llt3l ...... Sanaa 1 

13£5' Muscat. Dubai ( 

** s3B Paris! 

** — — — Rome. Beirut | 

23533 Cairo 

2WS Dubai | 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Nights 
(Terminal 1) 


47:15 

17:28 

1234 

MM 

Lb45 

1290 

13*5 

I3t§5 

2 b 3 f 

21:45 

ZZd» 


Beirut (I 

... Damascus ( 

... Amsterdam. New York | 

— - Istanbul < 


r:‘ — Jeddah (RJ) 

... Bahrain. Doha / rj) 

— — — Abu DfaabL Dubai (Rjj 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

12 d 0 . — Sanaa (IYi 

Damascus. Paris (AJF) 

market prices 

500 / 450 

Btnana (Mukanunar) MO/500 

Chrrot 240/200 

Um »tK)*cr 260/200 

QMWibcrtftrrgc) 120/80 

■Cucumbers (small) 210/150 

tggpUm — 1^0/30 

- 550/450 

[fown 750/650 

Mnnuwfljuge) 150/100 

Marrow <WH) 300/250 

Dmoo (dry) 130 / 90. 

Omon (green) 150/100 

Oranges 450/400 

550/500 

Plums 58(V 300 

j^ppwflwt) — 220 / uso 

Pepper (sweet) 160/120 

.Potato 180/120 

Sweet Mdon 200/150 

Tomato 70/40 

WaUstmcion _7»30 


Government troops last Satur- 
day moved into the ‘’war council” 
command headquarters of the 
right-wing Christian Lebanese 
Forces militia in east Beirut, de- 
spite protests by the militia's 
leader, Samir Geagea. The war 
council was part of a government- 
owned hospital. 

A military source, speaking on 
condition he not be further iden- 
tified, said the army .would even- 
tually withdraw from tbe three 
sites it seized in the Shouf be- £ 
cause they are not military farili- 1 
ties. 


the army returned the body of a 
local activist killed by troops last 
week. 

Tbe army forced tbe family of 
tbe dead man — Mahmoud Abu 
Hassan — to bury turn before 
dawn on Thursday, Jenin resi- 
dents said. Troops allowed only 
15 members of the family to 
attend the funeral to prevent ( 
nationalist demonstrations. 
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Home News 


King Hussein 
gives honours 


/ 


« / 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Friday sent a cable 
to the President of the Swiss 
Confederation congratulating 
him on his country’s national day, 
and wishing him continued good 
health and happiness and the 
Swiss people further progress and 
prosperity. King Hussein also 
sent a similar cable to President 
Nicephore Soglo, congratulating 
him on bis country’s national day. 

In another development. King 
Hussein conferred upon Ae Tuni- 
sian ambassador .to Jordan, 
Mohammad Ai Munji Lahtrib, 
and tire European Community 
(EC) delegate, Christian Fal- 
kowfski, Jordan's Independence 
Medal of the First Order. Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber deco- 
rated the two diplomats with the 
two medals at a special dinner 
held to honour them. 

Dr. Abu Jaber also presented a 
token gift tcrthc Canadian ambas- 
sador to Jordan, Arthur Percy 
Sherwood, whose term in office 
in Jordan has ended. 


Licensed banks 
assets grow 70% 


By Ziad AI ShiHeta 

Special to Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The assets of 
licensed banks have grown to 
JD S.9 billion up to the end of 
May 1992, a 70 per cent increase 
of May J9U9 figures, according to 
the. Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) governor Moha mmad Said 
Nabulsi. 

In an interview with the Arabic 
daily AI Ra’i and the Jordan 
Times, Dr. Nabulsi said that 
client deposits in local and fore- 
ign currency up to the end of May 
1992 was JD 4.3 bilHon, a 76 per 
cent increase over May 1989 fi- 
gures. 


Such an increase was accompa- 
nied by a rise in foreign currency 
deposits, which jumped from 26 
per cent to 40 per cent during that 
period. Dr. Nabulsi att ri b u ted 
the jump in deposits to more 
banking awareness and confi- 
dence in the banking system, as 
well as improvement in the Jorda- 
nian economy and the monetary 
policy which provides, competi- 
tive returns for cash deposits in 
local currency. 


Dr. Nabulsi noted the success 
cfJhejoatioanl economic adjust- 
ment l «rogramme, .saying tiuttMt- 
had 'contributed to'stabihsing'tfie 
exchange rate of the Jordanian 
dinar and to restoring confidence 
in the national econopmy despite 
the enormous external pressures. 

He pointed out that the CRTs 
interference in the market in 1989 
and 1990 has led to the improve- 
ment and stability of the ex- 
change ram of the local currercy. 
He added that the bank had 
succeeded in bridging the gap 
between Lue official exchange 
rate of the dinar and the market 


rate. 

Before CBJ interference in 
1989 the parallel market rate was 
81S fils to the dollar while the 
official exchange rate was 570 fils. 
With the elimination of the gap a 
standard rate of 675 fils per each 
dollar has been introduced as of 
February 1990, according to Dr. 
Nabulsi. He voiced hope that 
performance of banks will con- 
tinue to improve and stressed that 
the CBJ has paid more attention 
to the banking system since mid- 
1989 in order to provide a more 
favourable economic environ- 
ment for the banking sector. 

To achieve this end, the CBJ 
embarked on many measures in- 
cluding the merger of financial 
institutions into banks. Dr. 
Nabulsi pointed out that the CBJ 
is currently considering a propos- 
al to increase the minimum bank 
capital to JD10 million. 


HOME NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


Arablyat to meet 
JPA 


AMMAN (Petra) — Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Abdul Lattf Arabiyat will meet 
Dext Tuesday at Amman 
Chamber of Industry with 
members of the general assem- 
bly of the Jordan Press Asso- 
ciation (JPA). The meeting is 
held to bolster relations be- 
tween die legislative authority 
and the press. 


Jordan celebrates 
Breast Feeding Day 


(.AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
along with other countries will 
mark the Internationa] Breast 
Feeding Day on Saturday. On 
die occasion, the Jordan Fami- 
ly Planning and Protection 
Society in cooperation with 
Queen Alia Jordan Social Wel- 
fare Fund (QAF) will hold 14 
gatherings for mothers to ac- 
quaint them with the advan- 
tages of breast feeding. These 
gatherings will also be 
attended by educationalists 
and officials from the Minis- 
tries of Education, Health and 
Social Development- 


Belgians depart confident 


about Jordan’s development 


By Mona Ghundm 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The opportunity to 
travel is the chance to broaden 
the mind by increasing- one's 
knowledge of a particular civilisa- 
tion, 'enhancing one’s-awareness 
of a thriving culture .and most 
importantly, eliminating one's 
misconceptions about a foreign 
people, especially . stereotypes 
often derived from inaccurate, 
media reports. 

By travelling to Jordan, the 
Oiivaint Conference of Belgium 
(OCB), a group of about 25 
university students, had the 
chance to observe, interact and 
study various aspects of Jorda- 
nian participation in volunteer 
services and visits to Jordanian 
universities, companies and' 
societies, as well as visits to per- 
sonal homes, refugee camps and 
touristic rites. 

Before their departure at the 
end of July, the OCB members 
held an informal press confer- 
ence, or rather discussion, to 
convey to the public what they 
had learnt about Jordan during 
their stay. The members! com- 
ments incuded their impressions 
on political, economic, cultural 
and religious issues feeing the 
Kingdom. 

The Belgian students felt that 
Jordan has the ability to develop 
itself in economic and political 
fields despite its dependency on 
other nations. The recent bid for 
democracy was seen as a positive 
step on the road to economic and 
political recovery, the Islamic 
Bloc's development of a political 
structure was hope for other poli- 
tical groups to develop them- 
selves soon and the resuming of 
foreign relations, for example 
United States Secretary of State 
James Baker's visit to Jordan, 
was viewed as a sincere desire for 


concern for the OCB members. 
One student said that information 
in the West was based on insuffi- 
cient communication with the 
Arab World and that in dealing 
with both Palestinians and Jorda- 
nians here, the students found a 
genuine “desire for peace from 
everyone (they) met.*' 

In visiting the refugee camps, 
the students were surprised by 
Palestinian integration within the 
Jordanian population and at the 
same time further informed on 
the oppression and violation of 
human rights in the occupied 
territories, citing the closure of 
Arab universities as an example. 

However, with the results of 
the Gulf war and the recent elec- 
tions, the OCB members felt that 
Israel is in a new position to be 
more cooperative in the peace 
process. 

Certainly the most puzzling yet 
intriguing aspect of Jordanian life 
to the Belgian students was the 
role of religion, both socially and 
politically. In regards to Islam, 
one student said that th* “West- 


ern perception mav ; - incom- 
plete and biased wiui extreme 
situations and points of view.” 
but that the discussions in which 
the students participated helped 
them "change their minds on 
some points,” or at least better 
understand them. 


peace. 

The Belgian panel stressed 
peace as a solution to many of the 
Kingdom's problems, the state of 
the economy in particular. One 
Belgian student pointed out Jor- 
dan's debts from the 1980s which 
only worsened with the effects of 
the Gulf crisis, bringing refugees 
and expatriates pouring into the 
country, not to mention the sanc- 
tions on Iraq that further dep- 


For example, polygamy and 
the wearing of a veil seemed 
rather bizarre to the Belgians, but 
after an exchange of ideas, most 
of the students came to some sort 
of an understanding, whether 
they agreed or not. 

However, an aspect of Islam 
which one student considered "in 
opposition of (their) belief in 
tolerance and freedom” and 
which most of the students could 
not comprehend was the feet that 
a Muslim cannot convert (accord- 
ing to the Quran). Islam to be 
seen as the "last revealed religion 
by God and as the most complete 
and perfect religion” was very 
difficult for the Belgian students 
to conceive. 


rived Jordan of its major outlet. 
Nonetheless, he said. "Jordan 


is used to behaving like ajigfrt- 
rope dancer,” expressing confi- 
dence in Jordan's ability -fo adapt 
to its circumstances. 

Another student. Ceclle. gave . 
the group's views on Jordanian 
culture. She stressed the coun- 
try’s historical importance and 
the Arab contribution to the 
West. 

"Islamic arts and poetry have 
ied us through Spain.” she 
in reference to the Arab 
influence : n northern Europe, 
jalso citing the introduction of 
'mathematics and sciences by the 
Arabs. For Jordan specifically, 
she said, the students were 
"touched by the legendary sense 
of hospitality” and impressed 
with "Jordan as a mosaic of 
lifestyles'' 1 through its diversity 
of people, including bedouins and 
Palestinians. 

The understanding of the 
Palestinian issue was a major' 


In politics, the students had a 
hard time understanding Islamic 
law considering in Belgium strict- 
ly the government sets the rules 
and there is absolutely no mixture 
of politics and religion. Nnnthe- 
less. the students were able to 
discuss both difference and simi- 
iv mg, imc a u gnt— larities in their religions, 
expressing conti- Islam was an areaTJfwhich thfe‘ 
s ability adapt students wished’ they Wiild have 

had more time to discuss arid 

understand. They commented on 
the desire to have had more views 
from the common people, along 
with the official sources. Another 
area in which they felt they had 
insufficient information was the 
’exact role of the King in Jordan, 
but explained that it is difficult to 
say what is the role of a head of 
state in any country. Neverthe- 
less, the students felt that about 
90% of the information they 
needed was provided. 

The conference dosed with an 
exchange of gifts and words of 
appreciation on the part of the 
Belgian students, the Belgian 
ambassador to Jordan and presi- 
dent Abdallah Kanaan and orga- 
niser of foreign affaiis Adnan 
Hamawi of the Arab Youth 
Forum. 


Zarqa to update voter lists 


ZARQA (Petra) — Zarqa govern orate elections committee will 
start Saturday revising and updating voter lists Saturday, accord- 
ing to a decision by Zarqa Governor Mohammad Hussein AI 
Shobaki, who chairs the committee. 

Tie committee's work, which will last until Aug. . 15, will 
indude deleting the names of people who died last year and the 
names of those indicted of certain crimes. Tbe committee will also 
add to the lists the names of newly registered dtizens who are 
eligible to vote. 
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Ffae destroys plastic shoe factory 


Factory fire, fatal wedding 
stabbing and two attempted 
suicides over Tawjihi results 
occur at weekend 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A fire en- 
gulfed a plastic shoe factory in 
Mngablein Thursday causing 
heavy material losses. There were 
no casualties. 

Civil Defence Department 
CDD sources said that large 
quantities of plastic were burnt 
and most of the machinery dam- 
aged by the fire extinguished 
before it spread to nearby factor- 
ies. 

CDD sources said the cause of 
the fire was still be investigated. 

Meanwhile, a daily newspaper 
reported a fetal knife fight in 
Tafileh govemorate between 
family members of a couple to be 
married. 

The report, in Sawt AI Shaab 


Arabic daily, said that the bride's 
brother angered the groom’s de- 
lay, stabbed two of bis to-be 
brother in laws, kfiling one of 
them instantly. The other is still 
in a local hospital. 


The police made some arrests 
and are continuing investigations, 
die report noted. 

The daily also reported the 
murder of 45-year-old farmer in 
in Jerash district. 


Failure in the Tawjihi examina- 
tions this year drove two girls 
aged 18 and 19 from the Jerash 
district to attempt suicide by drug 
overdose. According to AI Ra’i 
daily, the girls were being treated 
at the local hospital. 


Ministry flushes out 311 


illegal workers, more expected 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Inspection 
campaign launched by the Minis- 
try of Labour last week found 311 
illegal workers in the country. 

A ministry official said that the 
inspectors conducted 1.794 visits 
to business and factories and disc- 
overed several hundred non- 
Jordanians employed without 
valid work permits in Amman 
and Zarqa. 

The official said that the work- 
ers and employers are being 
fined. 

. J-fe said search. campaigns will 
continue as a measure by the - 
ministry, jo ^-organise . the .local 
febqpf.Vmarket. . 

—Thousands of non-Jordanians 
are known to be working m the 
country without permits and the 
Ministry of Labour has recently 


started to crack down. 

Minister of Labour Abdul 
Karim AI Kabariti said recently 
that in 40 days JD 5 million in 
work permit fees were collected 
from 70,000 guest workers in the 
Kingdom who did not have prop- 
er work documents. 


Non-Jordanians were asked by 
the ministry to comply with reg- 
ulations by the end of last June, 
noting that no-Jordanian Arabs 
were required to pay JD 100 and 
non Arabs JD 300 for annual 

permits- 

Ministry officials said that the 
crackdown was necessary to res- 
trict the number of noq Jorda T 
nians employed in the country 
and to give priority to the unem- 
ployed Jordanians. 





INFORMATICS held its first computer camp for boys 
and girts, aged 7-13 years in Aqaba during the period 
from 10 July to 24 July. Attending the camp, which Was 
held at the Aquamarina Hotel, were 45 kids from Jordan. 
Iraq and Palestine. 

In the picture: Children participating in the Aqaba 
camp, and the camp's administrative commitee. 

The next camp will be during the mid year holiday. Venue 
will be fixed later and will be announced in the various 
media. 



Lower House accuses U.S. of fueling 
Jewish settlements and depriving 


Palestinians chance to regain homeland 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Low- 
er House of Parliament issued 
a statement Thursday accusing 
the United States of trying to 
impose a political settlement in 
the regkm^that liquidates the 
Palestinian^prohlem by auton- 
omy rule in die occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 


The statement said that poli- 
tical developments since the 
Madrid conference indicate 
that the U.S. administration is 
seeking to prepetuate Jewish 
settlements in the occupied 
Arab lands, deprive Palesti- 
nians of their national rights 
and dilate Arab and Islamic 
identity and character oTJeru- 
salem. 


The statement said the U.Sr~— 
secretary of state's recent visit 
peddling a plan was to speed 
up the implementation of the 
American-imposed solution in 
order to split Arab banks and 
make separate deals with each 
Arab party. 

In reaction, the Lower 
House of Parliament stressed 


-the^foUowrng points: 

— Its absolute rejection of 
any solution that liquidates the 
Palestine ~ problem and dep- 
rives Palestinians their national 
rights; 

— Its absolute support for 
the intifada, demanding all 
Palestinian forces and factions 
in the occupied Arab lands to 
end their disputes and unite in 
the face of Israeli policies; 

— Its absolute rejection of 
internationalising Jerusalem, 
and the Islamic and Christian 
holy places. Its support of His 
Majesty King Hussein's moves 
to confront attempts by other 
parties to restore the Dome of 
the Rock and the AI Aqsa 
Mosque and bis effort to close 
the door in the face of agents 
seeking to internationalise 
Jerusalem as a prelude to 
Judaising the city; 

— It emphasises that all 
Zionist settlements are a real 
danger threatening Palestinian 
land and reflects Zionist ex- 
pansion that threatens Iordan’s 
security and sovereignty; 


— The autonomy rule being 
imposed by the U.S. adminis- 
tration aims to settle Palesti- 
nians in countries where they. 
are now residing and the Low- 
er House reaffirm, the rights of 
the Palestinian people to re- 
turn to their homeland; 


— It reaffirms the need for 
Arab- Arab reconciliation and 
a minimum level of solidarity 
among Arab and Islamio coun- 
tries to face enemy onslaught; 
and supports moves to 

embrace the inalienable 
national rights of all Arab and 
Muslim countries; — it rejects 
and condemns ail statements 
about the normalisation of rer 
fations with Israel as issued by 
some Arab countries, because 
such statements and intentions 
can only be considered as serv- 
ing the interests of Israel; 


— It denounces Isreal's con- 
tinued practice of deporting 
Arab citizens from their 
Palestinian homeland — a sys- 
tematic policy to uproot 
Palestinians. 


Khasawneh urges crackdown on fruit 


smugglers to protect local farmers 


AMMAN (Petra) — Because the 
Ministry of Agriculture has ban- 
ned the importation of fruit, fore- 
ign produce found in local mar- 
kets must have been smuggled, 
according to Agriculture Minister 
Fayez Khasawneh. 

Dr. Khasawneh appealed to 
security and customs departments 
to prevent smuggling to protect 
local farmers and to ensure the 
sale of local products. 

Since July, importing fruits and 
vegetables from other countries 
has been prohibited. Local fruit 
crops are satisfying markets, 
noted the minister. 

Dr. Khasawneh attributed the 
increase of fruits and vegetables 
this year to the huge amount of 
rain water which washed away 
the salt, cold winter season which 
eliminated insects and the regular 


spraying of pesticides conducted 
by die ministry. 

The minister said that Jordan's 
apple production this year would 
not be enough and that limited 
amounts of apples will be im- 
ported and stored for distribu- 
tion. 

Onions, garlic and potatoes, 
once in short supply in past years, 
are abundant and the ministry 
plans no imports, said the minis- 
ter. 

He added that licences in the 
past were given to merchants to 
import mangoes, kiwis and coco- 
nuts because most of them were 
being smuggled and needed to be 
controlled. 

Dr. Khasawneh noted that 
Lebanon, which used to buy 25 
per cent of Jordan's export pro- 
duce, has stopped its imports and 


in turn Jordan has ended all of 
imports of Lebanon's apricots 
and cherries. 


Referring to processing agri- 
cultural products. Dr. Khasaw- 
neh said past governments failed 
to set up enougb plants for pro- 
cessing different kind of fruits 
produced in Jordan causing sur- 
plus problems now being felt... 

The minister said that instead 
of processing only the surplus, 
the country should process cer- 
tain types of vegetables and fruite 
grown according to well-prepared 
plans. ' # * 


He said that the cabinet has; 
entrusted the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture with conducting a feasibility 
study on processing of agricltural. 
products in Jordan which is now 
being done. 



Because of a surplus, fruits sold these days are locally produced 
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Hurry, Mr. Postman 

THE SECRETARY General of the Ministry of Post 
and Communications , Dr. Abdullah A1 Jazi, is holding 
a press conference this morning to introduce to the 
public his ministry’s version of the government- 
ordered administrative reforms. We do not know what 
Dr. Jazi is going to unveil in terms of reform, but 
judging by the current standard of service his ministry 
4s offering Jordanians, he would have to be extremely 
convincing to give ns real hope of real improvements. 

Dr. Ju 2 i's ministry, which mostly provides postal 
services to the public, has so far shown no evidence of 
moving towards providing advanced mail services like 
those in industrialised countries. One of the main func- 
tions of a mail system is of course delivery to a person 
pr an establishment at a fixed address. The Arabs had 
established a horse-relay mail services, albeit only for 
the sultan, as early as the seventh century A.D. Our 
present mail system has unfortunately turned over the 
years into a mail-collection service. Instead of a 
postman delivering your mail at your doorstep, you go 
to the post office to collect it, wasting in the process 
fuel, energy and time totally uselessly. And then we are 
not compensated for providing half the service 
.ourselves. In fact, the cost of mailing a letter from 
Amman to any address anywhere in the world has 
been going up all the time, with no real guarantee that 
it reaches its destiny on time, if it gets there at all. 

Known as they are for their generosity, Jordanians 
would probably tolerate that better, except for the 
behaviour of our post office employees, which can at 
times be appalling. This unacceptable behaviour can 
make a trip to the post office a dreadful undertaking. 
Those employees, when not lax, are far Grom being 
polite with their customers. They sometimes scold the 
poor customers for not having the right change. 

On top of all of this, there are post offices whose 
location does not justify their existence. Some offices 
are placed in localities, where they cost rent and wages 
but bring very tittle revenue. Instead of going through 
the trouble of renting those offices, fa mishing and 
staffing them, the ministry could contract any grocer 
to do the service as the case in advanced countries with 
long mail service traditions. 

We hope that what Dr. Jazi comes up with this 
-morning will be convincing. If he promises that by the 
turn of the millenium mail is going to be delivered to 
our homes that will be marvellous. If not, we think all 
reforms will be meaningless until that happens. While 
Dr. Jazi and his ministry still deserve the benefit of 
doubt, we deserve a better mailing system. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily called on the United States to abandon the 
policy of hatred and malice harboured against Iraq and to stop its 
starvation of the Iraqi people. Now that the U.N. inspectors have 
searched the Agriculture Ministry building in Baghdad and found 
no weapons or any secrets, the U.S. administration is urged to 
undertake a new policy, devoid of rancour and hatred against the 
Arab people, and to embark on measures that conform to its own 
mediation to end the Arab-Israeli conflict, said the paper. The 
U.S. campaign against Iraq over the past two years has succeeded 
in creating tension in the Middle East and widened the gap 
between the Arab and the American -people, said the daily. Iraq 
has implemented all U.N. resolutions and pulled out its forces 
from Kuwait, leaving no room for any justification for the 
continuation of the sanctions imposed on its people, said the 
daily. Continued sanctions, starvation of the people of Iraq and 
depriving the sick and elderly of the required medicine can only 
cause more sufferings to innocent civilians which can be only 
contrary to the requirements of international legitimacy and laws, 
said the paper. Such hostile action towards the people of Iraq can 
by no means be in harmony with the ongoing efforts aimed at 
attaining peace in the Middle East and. therefore, Washington is 
called on to end its hatred of Iraq and to work towards 
re-establishing peace and security for all people in the region, the 
paper added. The paper urged Washington to help end the 
tension in the Gulf as it continues efforts to end the conflict in the 
Middle East. 

BY REACHING a compromise solution to the crisis created by 
the U.N. inspectors, regarding the Ministry of Agriculture 
building in Baghdad, Iraq has thwarted Western plots and averted 
another aggression on its people, said Sawt AJ Shaab daily. The 
creation of that crisis was intended as a pretext to perpetuate the 
sanctions on Iraq, accusing its leadership of defying the U.N. and 
its resolutions and refusing to allow inspection of its facilities, said 
the daily. The United Nations, which is no more concerned over 
the lives of the innocent civilians in Iraq, has kept a closed eye to 
the open threats issued by the U.S. and Britain against Iraq and 
did nothing to defuse the crisis, the daily pointed out. By reaching 
a compromise with the concerned U.N. appointed inspectors' 
chief, Baghdad prevented U.S. and British members of the 
ihspection team to be involved in searching the building and at the 
same time denied the Americans the chance to launch aggression 
on Iraqi economic and military positions reconstructed after the 
Gulf war, continued the paper. The paper said that Iraq has 
indeed achieved a major success at the diplomatic and political 
level to the dismay of the country's adversaries, like Washington ’ 
and London, which have been hatching new plots against the Iraqi 
people. At the same time, said the paper, Iraq has proved to the 
world that it was complying in letter and spirit with the 
International legitimacy and implementing all U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 


‘Despite its pose as a bastion against Soviet 
expansion, Israel passed U.S. intelligence to Moscow’ 

By Jane Hooter 


Following is the second of a 
three-part article on U.S. and 
Israeli covert operations in the 
Third World. The first part of the 
article, reprinted from The Link, 
published by Americans for Mid- 
dle East Understanding, Inc., 
appeared in the July 30-31 issue 
of the Jordan Times. 

Targeting Kabul — and the 
U.S.S.R 

During the 1980's Israel and its 
U.S. supporters hammered on 
the theme of Israel as a “strategic 
asset'* in Washington's cold war 
against the Soviet Union. Similar- 
ly, vast . popular sympathy was 
drummed up for Israel by por- 
traying it as a frail reed, vulner- 
able to attack by the world’s one 
billion Muslims, who, Israel's 
partisans suggested, harboured 
an intrinsic hatred of the Jewish 
state. 

The covert realirv was much 
more flexible. Israel worked com- 
fortably with Pakistani officials 
and their allies — the most radi- 
cally Islamic faction of the 
Afghan guerrillas. And despite it 
spose as a bastion against Soviet 
expansion, Israel passed U.S. in- 
telligence to Moscow. The men 
who plotted these seemingly con- 
tradictory polities may have chor- 
tled at their sophistication. But 
the everyday Soviets and Amer- 
icans who were not in on the joke 
supported military buildups that 
left both superpowers too broke 
to maintain social services for 
vast sectors of their populations 
and cheered on a war that may 
well have been the prelude to 
decades of intercommunal strife 
in Afghanistan. 

One of Ari Ben-Menashe’s 


allegations which has been con- 
firmed is his astonishing claim 
that an Israeli team stationed in 
Pakistan between 1983 and 1986 
to coordinate arms shipments to 
Iran trained the hardline guerril- 
las of the Hezb-i-IsIami faction, 
led by Gulbnddin Hekmatyar. 

Serving and former Pakistani 
officials confirmed that such a 
team was present, at least in 
1985. They were unable, howev- 
er, to confirm bis claim that in 
1985 Israeli and Pakistani intelli- 
gence agencies diverted £300 mil- 
lion worth of weapons to Iran 
that the U.S. Congress bad 
bought for the Afghan guerrillas, 
or Mujaheddin, to use in their 
fight against- the Soviet-backed 
government in Kabul. Mr. Ben- 
Men as he claims that the arms 
diversion was done to raise funds 
for the anti-Nicaraguan contras. 

An even stranger Afghanistan 
connection is one claimed by 
Jonathan Jay Pollard, the civilian 
naval intelligence analyst who 
was caught spying for Israel in 
1985 and sentenced to life in 
prison in 1987. 

Mr. Pollard says he was asked 
to help deliver arms to the Mu- 
jaheddin by Kurt Lohbeck , who 
posed as a journalist but was 
involved in highly secret opera- 
tions run by the national security 
council — by National Security 
Adviser Robert McFarlane 
claims Mr. Pollard. 

At his trial, Mr. PoDard says, 
be threatened to expose McFar- 
lane, if the prosecutor charged 
him with passing secrets to 
Afghanistan through Mr. 
Lohbeck. Mr. Pollard, a Jew and 
a Zionist, was not the aberration 
Israel’s supporters claimed that 
be was. Victor Ostrovsky, a man 


with a grudge over his firing from 
Mossad, recently revealed in a 
book the Israeli government tried 
to ban in die United States that, 
to augment its small core of 1,200 
employees, Mossad used Jewish 
“helpers” (say anim) in Europe 
and North America to obtain 
information and for such tasks as 
renting cars and apartments. 
Mossad also sets up and trams 
armed Jewish groups called 
“frames” (Tsafririm) in various 
countries around the world, Mr. 
Ostovsky claimed. 

If the Americans appreciated 
Israel’s help in Afghanistan, they 
may have been more ambivalent 
about its programme of targeting 
cities in the Soviet Union for 
nuclear attack — especially when 
as the cold war thawed and the 
superpowers began to negotiate 
arms reductions, Moscow sug- 
gested that Israel's nuclear-cap- 
able Jericho missile should be 
counted as part of the U.S. inven- 
tory of intermediate-range mis- 
siles. 

Early in the Reagan adminis- 
tration, Richard Bun, at the time 
the director of the State Depart- 
ment’s politico-military affairs 
bureau, told journalists Andrew 
and Leslie Cockburn that the 
U.S. believed Israel had the 
U.S.S.R. in its nuclear sights. 

Israeli Air Force CoL Aviem 
Sella, who served as Jonathan Jay 
Pollard's “handler," was 
“perhaps Israel’s top air force 
expert in nuclear targeting and 
the delivery of nuclear weapons,” 
writes Seymour Hersh in bis re- 
cent book about Israel's nuclear 
weapons programme Mr. Hersh 
writes that Sella was directing 
Pollard to gather information to 
pinpoint missile targets within the 


THE WEEK IN -PRINT 

‘Corruption’ case shows deputies 
reneged on election pledges 


The local newspapers in the -past 
week discussed Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin’s new government, the. 
outcome of U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker's tour in the Middle 
East, the situation in Iraq in light 
of the U.N. inspectors crisis and a 
host of domestic issues. 

Newspapers editorials and col- 
umnists focused attention on the 
new government in land, headed 
by Yitzhak Rabin, noting that the 
Israeli premier has started to back 
down from his eafier commitments. 

Within one month of forming 
the Labour — led -government, 
Mr. Rabin announced that he is no 
more able to honour the govern- 
ment's promises regarding the 
peace process with the Arabs, said 
A1 Dustour daily. 

Mr. Rabin said he has no magic 
formulas for the attainment of 
peace, but he intends to pursue the 
negotiations with the concerned 
parties, said the daily. 

By this, the Israeli prime minis- 
ter is telling the world that he is not 
committed to complying with the 
requirements of the international 
legality and withdrawing Israeli 
forces from the occupied regions in 
return for peace with the Arabs, 
the paper continued. 

Now that the dust has settled 
after the Israeli elections and the 
Rabin campaign, in which he brag- 
ged about an impending solution to 
the Middle East conflict, the new 
prime minister’s image is beginning 
to show its true colours, acconflng 
to a columnist in AJ Ral dally. 

Ibrahim A1 Aba said that the 
Western world was taken in by Mr. 
Rabin’s statements, issued in the 
wake of the election, despite the 
fact that Mr. Rabin did not give 
one single statement about bis 
compliance with U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338. 

The writer said that Mr. Rabin is 
now retreating from the timid 
statements he gave and is showing 
no sign of responding to the world 
community’s will or the require- 
ments of a lasting peace. 

Following has success in the par- 
liamentary elections, the Israeli 
prime minister is now focusing his 
government's attention on means 
of fragmenting the peace process, 
according to Salameh Ekour in 
Sawt A1 Shaab. 

The writer said that Mr. Rabin 
has called the Palestinians for sepa- 
rate peace negotiations in 
Washington, before the resump- 
tion of the Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiations, thus attempting to 
breach the unity of the Arab par- 
ties. 

Bui, the writer noted, Mr. 
Rabin’s plots have received a hant 
blow with the statement of the 
Palestinians and the other Arab 
parties in the meeting in Damascus 
which slammed Israel's conspiracy. 

Referring to the Damascus meet- 
ing between the foreign ministers 
of the Arab states directly involved 
in the Arab-Israeli conflict. AI Ra’i 
daily said now that success has 
been achieved in attaining a uni- 
fied formula with which to con- 
front the U.S.-Israeii plans, the 
Arab states arc encouraged to take 
a step further and hy to achieve 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 

solidarity among themselves. • ■ 

The merting in Damascus yielded 
satisfactory remits whkh should be 
boat en in the current battle for 
peace, said the daily. 

This view was echoed by both Al 
Dustour and Sawt AJ Shaab dailies 
which described the result as one 
step towards enhancing future 
coordination among Arab parties. 

The Da m ascus parley showed 
that the Arab World does not 
accept any piecemeal agreements 
with the Israelis, said the dailies. 

Referring to the outcome of the 
U.S. »ccrct a*y of state's tour of the 
region, Taber Al Udwan, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said that 
Mr. Rabin's announcement of par- 
tial freeze of settlements and the 
U.S. administration's promises to 
Israel about the loan guarantees 
are of no concern to the Arabs 
since they only serve the U.S.- 
Israeli a ffian ce’s purpose. 

The writer said that Mr. Bush is 
seeking support from the Jews, 
promising them loan guarantees, 
but the Arabs demand that a hill 
halt to the settlement programme 
materialise before peace can be 
achieved. 

Commenting on the same 
theme, Mahmoud Al Rimawi said 
in Al Ra’i that the downfall of 
Shamir and his Likud government 
was not enough. Israel, under 
Rabin and Labour, should prove 
that there is a total departure from 
the Likud's policies through halt- 
ing the Jewish settlement program- 
me in the occupied Arab territor- 
ies, be demanded. 

Instead of trying to peddle Mr. 
Rabin’s policies in the Arab 
World, the U.S. administration 
ought to embark on meaningful 
steps leading to genuine peace, 
demanded the writer. 

Referring to the situation in Iraq 
■niight of the U.N. inspectors crisis 
with the Baghdad government, a 
columnist in Sawt AL Shaab 
warned that aggression on Iraq 
cannot be ruled out. 

Salameh Ekour said that 
Washington, backed by London, 

Paris and Ankara can And any 
pretext to launch aggression on 
Iraq though they are not justified 
to launch it. 

As long as the U.S. has decided 
to impose its hegemony on all oil 
resources, including those in Libya 
and Iraq to attempt to control the 
destinies of Europe and Japan, 
nothing can _ stop the aggressor 
from committing more aggres- 
sions. said the writer. 

The American president, facing 
a deterioration in his popularity 
and lagging in the race for the 
presidential elections has chosen to 
issue new threats to Iraq in a bid to 
divert the American public’s atten- 
tion, said Abdul Rahim Omar in 
Al Ra’i. 

The writer said that Mr. Bush is 
angered because the Iraqi lead- 
ership remains uncharged wbQe be 
is in balance and is trying bis band 
again at aggression, finding ex- 
cuses for attacking the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

It seems that the coming 
months, preceding the American 


: presidential elections, are bound to 
witness an escalation of U-S. cam- 
paigns against Iraq, said Taber Al 
Udwan in Al Dustour. 

The writer said that Washing- 
ton’s determination to bring down 
the regime Saddam Hussein lies 
behind the current confrontation 
with Baghdad. 

He said that the talks between 
President Bush and and the Iraqi 
opposition in Washington is only 
one phase of the American admi- , 
lustration’s ongoing plots to dis- 1 
mantle the Iraqi regime. 

Discussing Turkey's attitude to- j 
wards the Arab Nation, a oohimnist I 
in Al Dustour said that every time 
the Arabs have some hope that 
Ankara would improve its rela- 
tions with the Arabs, they asto- 
nished to see otherwise, due to 
Turkey's hostile attitude. 

The writer said that the opening 
the Attaturk dam, the Turkish 
prime minister issued statements 
considered hostile to the Arabs, 
manifesting the Turk's continued 
hatred for their neighbours in the 
south and east. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh, his col- 
league in Al Dustour, said that 
Israel has pillage the land and 
water of Palestine, while Turkey is 
now crying its hand by stealing the 
water of the Tigris and Euphrates, 
denying the Arabs the precious 
water resource. 

He said the Arab countries 
which backed the aggression on 
Iraq and allowed Israel and Iran to 
swallow up parr of their countries 
should not be surprised by Ank- 
ara's hostile actions. 

The question of corruption in 
light of a current parliamentary 
debate was tackled by a number of 
columnists in the daily press. 

Tarek Masarweh, a columnist in 
Al Ra’i criticised those deputies 
who absented themselves before a 
session discussing the corruption of 
former government officials, not- 
ing that this is a very important 
issue affecting national interests. 

The writer said that the former 
officials have committed a crime 
and should be held accountable for 
their actions. 

The writer called on the speaker 
of the House of Parliament to 
publish the names of those de- 
puties who absent themselves from 
debates on this vital issue. 

Taher AJ Udwan called in his 
column in Al Dustour for the 
discussion of economic crimes as 
well as corruption cases. He said 
that the deputies had promised the 
voters in the past elections to deal 
with these two questions along 
with others and it Is time that the 
public demanded that Parliament 
fulfilled its promises. 

A columnist in AI Ra’i voiced 
criticism of the Lower House for 
not taking crucial decisions topun- 
ish the former government officials 
charged with corruption. He Said 
all Parliament did was to create a 
committee to: pursue investiga- 
tions. He cautioned the Parliament 
committee to be careful to ensure 
that officials receiving bribes, and 
so are corrupt, are meted out 
punishment. 


U.S.S.R. The idea was to deter 
the Soviets from joining their 
Arab allies in a war against Israel. 

At the same time, according to 
a number of sources, farad also 
strode up a secret intelligence- 
sbaring relationship with. Mos- 
cow, feeding the Soviet -intelli- 
gence gathered by Mr. Pollard, 
and hoping, in exchange, for an 
easing in restrictions on Jewish 
emigration to Israel. According 
to Andrew and Leslie Cockburn: 

“It has been confirmed directly 
and unequivocally by two vety 
well-placed U.S. sources with a 
direct interest in the Pollard case 
and, in a backhanded fashion, by 
a former Israeli intelligence offic- 
er who answered a question on 
this topic by saying. 'The Rus- 
sians didn’t get anything that was 
really important’/’ 

But a senior U.S. intelligence 
officer and a former CIA official 
told Seymour Hersh that intelli- 
gence passed by Mr. Pollard en- 
abled the Soviet Union to “roll 
up” U.S. agents and had serious- 
ly impeded U.S. technical intelli- 
gence collection. 

A 1987 report (widely disbe- 
lieved at the time) said that the 
relationship had begun in the 
early 1980s. 

Ari Ben-Menashe told Mr. 
Hersh that in 1984 Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir approached the 
Soviet Union, ordering Mossad's 
representative in Romania to ex- 
change information with the 
Soviets. Mr. Hersh was able to 
confirm with another knowledge- 
able (although unnamed) Israel 
that tiie relationship blossomed 
as Israel provided Moscow with 
retyped (“sanitised”) U.S. intelli- 
gence documents obtained by 
Jonathan Jay Pollard. 

Mr. Shamir, said the Israeli 
source, had worked for improved 
ties with the U.S.S.R. since his 
days as a Mossad officer in the 
1950s and 1960s because he re- 
garded Moscow as a good coun- 
terbalance to Washington, pre- 
ferring its “tougbess” over the 
“soft, bourgeois, materialistic 
and effete" United States. 

If the Reagan administration 
knew about this at the time, it 
was betraying the gullible voters 
who supported the military build- 
up which beggared the U.S. eco- 
nomy. 

Ari-Ben Menasfae's claim that 
Moscow^eaprocated late in 1984. ( 
by inviting Israel ‘to an intelli- 
gence conference in India to talk 
about Pakistan’s nuclear reactor 
is consistent with reports that 
three times, the last in July 1985, 
farad, armed with satellite photo- 
graphs provided by Jonathan Pol- 
lard, tried to enlist India in a joint 
attack on the reactor, india de- 
clined, relieving Israel of the 
headache of joggling its anti- 
Afghanistan work in Pakistan 
with an attack on that country. 

Ari Ben-Menashe credits the 
late media baron Robert Maxwell 
with opening the doors to Eastern 
Europe for Israel i — and also with 
laundering the profits of Israeli 
arms sales to Iran through invest- 
ments in Eastern Europe. 

In “The Samson Option" 
Seymour Hersh (who repeated 
only those Ben-Menashe allega- 
tions be was able to confirm with 
other sources) writes that Mr. 


Maxwell helped the Israeli gov- 
ernment execute a disinformation 
campaign to blunt revelations 
that Mordecad Vammu, a former 
technician at Israel’s nuclear 
weapons reactor was making to 
the Sunday Times. 

Mr. Maxwell’s mysterious 
death at sea last November 
makes it unlikely that his role in 
the Vammu affair will ever be 
folly known. The snarled and 
looted business empire Maxwell 
left behind makes it unlikely that 
his sudden spurt of investment in 
Israel in the mid-1980s, most not- 
ably in the newspaper Ma’ariv 
and Stitex, a printing equipment 
firm, will ever be tied definitively 
to arms profits or money 
laundering. 

However, the foreign editor of 
Maxwell’s Daily Mirror, Nicholas 
Davies, was fired last fall after be 
falsely denied the claim in “The 
Samson Option” that he had 
been a member of Ari Ben- 
Menashe’s Ora Group, involved 
with dealing arms to Iran. Mr. 
Davies was caught out when a 
rival paper published a picture of 
him meeting with an Ohio arms 
dealer. 


The dissonance between 
Israel’s pose as a "strategic asset” 
and its covert dealings with Mos- 
cow is no more jarring than 
Washington's own contradictory 
set of Gulf polfaes. 

While it sanctioned and some- 
times participated in Israel’s 
large-scale support of Iran, 
Washington was “tilting'' toward 
Iraq; facilitating its acquisition of 
weapons, passing it intelligence, 
and running a naval patrol in the 
Golf that advanced Iraq's war 
aims. 

U.S. support for Baghdad dur- 
ing the Iran-Iraq war helped per- 
petuate that conflict with its awful 
toll of one millioD casualties. And 
many believe that the Bush admi- 
nistration's continuation of the 
same pro-Iraqi polides in the 
war's aftermath encouraged Iraq 
to think that it could invade 
Kuwait without triggering a U.S. 
response. 

However, the massive war with 
which the administration re- 
sponded to Iraq’s occupation of 
its neighbour in August 1990 and ; 
the continued economic sanctions . 
against the government of Sad- ’ 
dam Hussein have exacted a fear- 
ful toll from the Iraqi people in 
the form of death, disease and 
malnutrition. 

Along with its furtive early 
commitment to arming of Iran, 
the Reagan administration made 
sure that Iraq did not go begging 
for the implements of destruc- 
tion. It began a programme of 
arming Iraq through third coun- 
tries that was a mirror image of 
the arras sales to Iran. 

In this case the administration 
was forced to notify Congress 
about a 1986 unauthorised trans- 
fer to Iraq of U.S.-made bombs 
by Saudi Arabia after an angry 
State Department insisted on 
alerting congressional leaders. 

Congress is not known to have 
taken any action on the notifica- 
tion and. evidently, the Iran- 
contra hearings did not act as a 


deterrent to either the adminis- 
tration or Saudi Arabia (whose 
efforts on behalf of the contras 
were extensively distaissed under 
the figjeaf sobriquet “country 

number two).” 

After the war against Iraq, 

Saudi Arabia again transferred 
U S.-made .equipment — this 
time to Syria and Bangladesh — 
with the apparent blessing of the 
Bush administration. 

Saudi Arabia — and the State 

Department — called the trans- 
fers “inadvertent." But, a New 
York Tunes editorial noted acid- 
ly, “recurrent fits of inadvertence 
require explanation.” 

President Bush might soon be 
pressed to explain some stealth 
diplomacy he reportedly under- 
took as rice president that could 
hardly have been inadvertent. 

Last June the Washington Jew- 
ish Week reported that, accord- 
ing to a source congressional in- 
vestigators considered credible, 
Mr. Bush “made as many as four 
clandestine trips to Damascus, 
starting in early 1986" to negoti- 
ate the release of the U.S. hos- 
tages held in Lebanon with Syrian 
officials. 

The Syrians wanted better rela- 
tions with Washington, said the 
paper, and “Bush offered the 
possibility of arms and other con- 
siderations." But the vice presi- 
dent was concerned about the 
timing of the hostages’ release. 
He showed a desire to put off the 
artiial transaction until the spring 
of 1988, just as he was launching 
his presidential bid. 

But the Syrians said no dice, 
according to the Washington Jew- 
ish Week. After observing the 
havoc caused in the U-S- by the 
Iran-contra revelations, ‘The Sy- 
rians were said to have grasped 
the amount of leverage they now 
had over Bush with their know- 
ledge of his clandestine initia- 
tives.” 

In July 21 story that closely 
paralleled the Washington Jewish 
Week's but did not report the 
allegations about Bush, the San 
Francisco Examiner reported that 
the Senate intelligence committee' 
was investigating allegations that 
the Reagan administration 
spurned offers of freedom for the 
hostages in Lebanon. Both pap- 
ers quoted Robert Ladd,..a fpr- 
mer Nixon aide with admired ties 
to the CIA, who said.he acted -as 
an Intermediary in another Syrian 
attempt to extricate the hostages 
but that the offers he relayed died 
after they were referred to Oliver 
North and CIA officials who were 
subsequently connected to the 
Iran-contra affair. “I knew the 
CIA was just slow-rolling it," a 
Pentagon official told the 
Washington Jewish Week. 

Last summer White House 
spokesman Marlin Fhzwater dis- 
missed the story as a “complete 
fabrication.'’ But in March, two 
senior Republican senators were 
, reported to be pressing for an 
investigation oi the allegations — 
foe second set of charges that the 
Reagan-Bush team was willing to 
keep U.S. hostages on ice for 
domestic political advantage. 

Israel (fid not sit by passively as 
its strategic partner aided Iraq. 

(Contained on page 5) 



HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
I.F.B. NO. 30*4857-39-8 

| ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR 

THE SUPPLY OF REEFS & MUSHROOMS SALT DREDGER 

The Arab Potash Company limited (APC) of Amman, Jordan, plans to 
dredge the Salt Reefs & Mushrooms in the Salt Paris on the southern end of 
the Dead Sea near Ghor Safi, approximately 200km north of the port of 
Aqaba 

APC has signed an agreement with the Islamic Development Bank to 
finance the purchasing of the required equipment. 

APC invites interested suppliers in tendering for the supply of one (1) Reefs 
& Mushrooms Salt Dredger, to apply for tender documents to APC’s Head 
Office at the address, shown below from which they can obtain the Tender 
Documents. The cost for each tender copy is $150, or (JD100) - 
nan-refundable. 


j*!:.!? 8 ?. amm0h ’ F« No.: 962-3-3771 30/s j, e 

Tel. N. : ^ o r^ s r- 
«61*5/6, Amman, H.O. 

Submission of tenders should not be later than 12:00 noon, October 15 1992. 
Tender should be accompanied by three (3) copies, each consisting of two (2) 
Sections, one Technical and the other Commercial. 

A.Y. Ensour, 

Managing Director, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd. 
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Deadlock 

' ■:• ■' * 

(Continued from page 1 ) 

joint session and . take oar 
chances." be said. 

Tbe amendments in question 
relate to political parties* “im- 
munity” against arbitrary mea- 
sures by the government, a ban 
on political activities in school 
and inposition penalities. 

The amendments as prop- 
osed by the Senate win indude 
“government and private sec- 
tor educational institutions'’ in 
the article. which, as passed by 
the Lower House, bars politic- 
al activities only from “govern- 
ment facilities and buildings.". 

The main objective of this 
amendment, according to 
senators, is ensuring that 
teachers do no use classrooms 
to propagate political views. 

Deputy Prime Minister. 
Thouqan Hindawi, who is also 
minister- of education, ex- 
plained to the Senate Thursday 
that there was no need to 
indude such a provision in the 
draft legislation since there are 
built-in measures within the 
laws of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. 

The Senate is also proposing 
5 *• that the phrase “within the 
governs of the law” be added 
^ to the article offering immunity 
against government searches 
and seizures of party offices as 
well as wiretapping. 

»• _ 

^ The proposed provision 

^ could be interpreted both as 

T,' ensuring that political parties 

^ remain within the reaches of 

Z. the Jaw and as. seeking to 

■X preempt arbitrary government 

" moves against them. 

^ The proposal, inspired by 
former security chiefs, is rei 
dundant, according to the 
senior government official. 

-4 “No-one is above the law as 

firmly stipulated in our Con- 
~ stitution and this inciudes poli- 

J tical parties,” the officia! 

~~ noted. “On the other hand, the 

government is not going to 
take any action against anyone 
without the proper legal proce- 
dure and the support of the 
Zl- law. Here again, everyone is 

included.”' 

The third point of disagree- 
ment between the two bouses 
is a Senate amendment to the 
article which sets penalties for 
violators independent of the 
criminal law of the land. Hie 
L^jper'J'House- wants to add 

- “and/or the punishment pre- 

? scribea"'iTif the penal code 

-- whichever is harsher” to the 

da use in question. 

The relevant article, -in its 
i : » present form, sets a fine of JD 

- fr 2,000 and/or a jail sentence of 

up to two years for office- 
bearers of any party who are 
• found to have received funding 
from external sources. This is 
tbe harshest within the con- 
fines of the draft law, but the 
, ? penal code provides for higher 
fines and longer prison terms. 

‘The other amendments are 
V minor and relate to the lan- 
7 guage of the draft and have no 
1 implications,” said Omar 
Nabulsi, a leading la,wyer and 
member of the Senate's Law 
Committee. 

“We are discussing the ex- 
plantory memorandum" that 
^ would be sent to the Lower 
House, he told the Jordan 
Times. The memo will be for- 
fc tnally presented to the full Sen- 
T ate before being sent to the 
Lower House. 

Mr. Nabulsi, a former minis- 
ter, said the possibility re- 
mained open that “contacts” 
between the law committees of 
the two houses could produce a 
compromise, but if agreement 
was elusive then a joint session 
was tbe answer. 


Hie senior government offi- 
' said he expected one joint 
' in to resolve the issue 
judging from Thursday’s 
meeting, the debate on 
tbe floor could be brief and 
limited to the points of con- 
flict. 


* Israel, Lebanon 
invited to talks 

(Continued from page H 
' also wrecked, tbe security sources 

; said. 

Nepalese troops of foe United 
Nations Interim Force in Leba- 
non (LJNIFIL) are stationed in 
Yater but no casualties were re- 
potted among tbe peacekeepers. 

Earlier on Thursday, Israeli 
warplanes launched three air 
strikes on Jffizbollah positions at 
die village of Mlita in tbe Iqfim 
- AI Toofah area, 40 kilometres 
; sooth of Beirut. 

. . The latest raid was the 25th 
IJUsraeS air attack on Hizbollah 
Palestinian targets in South 
Lebanon (his year. More than 40 
people have been killed in the 
attacks. 


‘Israel passed U.S. intelligence to Moscow 9 


(Continued from page 4) 


With the .help of its supporters in' 
Congress; it mounted an intense 
campaign to deny Iraq missiles 
and other weapons technology. 

In February 1991 senior Israeli 
intelligence officials took respon- 
sibility for the March 1990 assas- 
sination of Gerald BoD, who .was 

des ig nin g a “supergun”. capable 
of reaching Israel. He was : sbot in 
the head outside bis Brussels 
apartment* 

Last foil, the London magazine 
Private Eye reported that in 1986 
Israel had authorised payment of 
$1.5 million to then CIA deputy 
director Robert Gates in an effort 
to get foe CIA to stop aiding 
Iraq. The money, in two checks, 
came through the National West- 
minster Bank, the Discount Bank 
in Israel, and the bank's repre- 
sentative in the Cayman Islands. 


Easy as (t is to win libel actions in 
Britain, no one has sued the 
Frivate'Eye, noted reporter Yigal 
Laviy in an interview last fall. Mr. 
Law said his paper, Hadashot, 

had repeated tins story on its front 

page and no one had come for- 
ward to demy it. 

In March 1992. the Los 
Angeles' Times quoted adminis- 
tration documents to show that 
Mr. Gates and other administra- 
tion officials had lied when they 
said intelligence sharing with Iraq 
had ended in 1988; it actually 
ran tinned until three months be- 
fore Iraq invaded Kuwait, foe 
paper said. 

While engrossed in their secret 
demarches, the Reagan and Bush 
administrations were concealing 
their aid to Iraq and vociferously 
condemning Syria and Iran. 


It was an arrogant, cynical per- 
formance. But it may not hare 
been entirely mindless. Partner 
Israel bad developed an integral 
system of stealth diplomacy and 
made no bones about relying on 
its intelligence agency Mossad 
and a phalanx of “entonts” 
(ostensibly private businessmen 
whose real business is to act as 
arms' dealers for the government) 
to conduct foreign policy in the 
many countries with which it did 
not have diplomatic relations. 

“Diplomatic stealth finds in- 
creasing respect and popularity 
among individual professionals 
directly engaged in the planning 
and operational aspects of foreign 
policy,” noted Aharon Kfieman, 
an Israeli who wrote a book oq 
Israel's arms sales abroad and 
then wrote a tract. Statecraft m 
the Dark, exploring the merits erf 
“quiet diplomacy.” Mr. KHeman 
offered the beguiling concept that 
secret diplomacy is essential to 
“the ability of democracies like 


the United States to fulfill their 
role abroad.” 

Speaking of the Reagan admi- 
nistration’s concealment of its 
arms deals with Iran. Mr. Klie- 
man wrote: “Practitioners of the 
art are notorious for expending 


tremendous resources as well as 
ingenuity in devising clever ruses 
and subterfuges ... to cover their 
tracks both literally and figur- 
atively. Such concealment efforts 
are directed as much against 
one’s own public as against exter- 


nal enemies.*' 

Such a deceit strikes at the 
heart of an electoral democracy, 
whose voters must have the in- 
formation they need to make 
reasoned choices. But, far from 
any signs of remorse, the arro- 


gance just went on and on. In- 
deed, when the two nations' in- 
telligence agencies got into tbe 
act, the disconnect between what 
was said and wbat was done 
became more egregious — ■ and 
more imbued with criminality. 
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AMMAN PLAZA 


MciT Th* Bart Man 







Bart Simpson will be having 
brunch with his friends at the 
Plaza Coffee Shop every 
Friday & Sunday. 

Dare you to be there ... 

/’* Pnce 5 ;:^diilt5.J.pc^()0+t r ■ 
_ Kids : J.D/5.6Q0++_ , 

Plaza Coffee Shop ... 

Great value and fun for everyone 
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...Good Food.. .Satisfied People 

PROFESSIONAL CATERING AND FOOD SERVICE MANAGEMENT 

for construction projects , hospitals , schools 
and other institutions 



ServiceMASTER (Jordan) 

can design and manage food service programs of highest quality 

Carefully tailored food production and service, programs. 

— Long experience to produce quality food service at mutually agreed levels of cost 

-r- ' Onsite management and direction of food service programs. 

For further details and a sales calk contact Mr. Found, Tel. 667729, Fax 605277 

ServiceMASTER middle east 
Partners in service 

Food Service Management , Laundry and Linen Service, Plant Operations 
and Maintenance, Clinical Equipment Maintenance and Housekeeping, 


Operating through dte Middle East 
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JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, MR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOfi-to 
DOOR SERVICES ANO 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMARASONS 

JEL. 604676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7306 



G 



CROWN 

INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 


MBEEL 





.UBBrnimnSsoncB 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 

☆ Kais Dry dean. 1 Hr. Service 
* Shoes repair tr Engraving 

A- Keys Service 

☆ Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


op-ytasr colour fBm at 

JUMBO photo 


:* *'Fr«e en/arpi 

meat 2&.x SO cm 

• Stendsani v vT „ 

'. Bank. iPhone;.- 1 
Swefieh id: 833891 


STUDIO HAIG 




LOOKING I 


-Many villas and apart- 
ments are available lor 
rent and sale - furnished 
or unfumishedi 
- Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please calf: 

Abdomi Real Estate 

Tel.: 810605, 810609 
Fax: 810520 


P.OBox 2206 Amman, Jordan 
Off the 2nd Crete, Jabal Amman 


AQABA 


'/ 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

12M-15M& 1&3S-Z%3B 

Tel: 03-314415 



Tbe tint Spa in fle HkkUe East based, on bot Snlfinwa mineral Water 
Springs of high mineral Concenhafioa for the Owe of 
■ Rhumatum - Arthritis *. Sinusitis * Digestive diseases 
Or Just for blood circulation enhancement 

50% Discount 

j On Room Rates 

For Hon Jordanians ' Residents ~ 

f 888271/2 . 868279 . 688310 - Location : 08 3*3&00 



TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 




QQj^QQ 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works: 

Door to Door; 


Call the friendly: 
professionals on; 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEXIT^H 


' CHEN’S x 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and Taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 



TAIWAN T0URIS me 


New management by| 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

Uabal Amman-3rd Circle! 
Tel: 641093 




MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open A a dull | 

Take away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAIEOTEL 

|Jj£<jl|IS 


Amman -Tel 668193 
PO Bo 9403 -Fa>. 602-^34 
Tele.x 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 



y • 
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OLYMPIC GAMES ROUNDUP 


Ben Johnson returns. South 
Korean sets archery record 


BARCELONA (AF) — Ben 
Johnson, disgraced in a notorious 
drug scandal four years ago, re- 
turned to the Olympics Friday 
apd easily qualified in bis first 


round 100 metre dash. 

In other events, memories of 
his father, who died during the 
opening ceremony, buoyed U.S. 
swimmer Ron Karnaugh through 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTN OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

*1591 TnOun* MeOa 5«nnCtt. *nc- 


HOW TO WIN AT DUPLICATE? 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* K 9 5 

* J 7 2 
0 Void 

4AQ 10765S 
WEST EAST 

* Q J 4 • 487632 

vA Q 0 6 9 K 6 4 

c e 4 3 9 8 2 

* J 9 8 4 4 2 

SOUTH 
4 A 10 
7 10 8 3 

v A K Q J 10 7 5 

* K 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass 1 0 Pass 

2 # Pass 3 0 

3 NT Pass 4 4 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Eight of 4 
la a duplicate pair event each 
hand is a mini-tournament of ita 
own. You strive for the best score on 
that board without any relation to 
what has preceded or what is still to 
come. Victory L unaetimes 
achieved in strange ways, as 
hand from a secondary event at a 
recent National ChampionshiD 
testifies. 

North rightly judged the hand too 
strong for preemptive action, but we 
wouldn't have quibbled too strongly 


with a one-club opening bid. For 
some reason South thought there 
might be a slam in the hand and 
tried a four-spade cue-bid- North 
thought the bid was natural, show- - 
mg a good hand with 6-4 distribu- 
■ don, and elected to play in the 
Moysian 4-3 fit. The usual contract 
was three no tramp, making exactly 
nine tricks after a heart lead for a 
score of 600. 

When the opponents bid two suits 
and settle in a third, a trump lead is 
often indicated. Had West attacked 
with either mqjor, declarer would 
have bad no play for the contract. 
The chib lead settled the matter in a 
burry. 

Declarer won in hand, cashed 
three diamo nds for three heart dis- 
cards and raffed a heart in dummy. 
After ranking the ace of chibs, de- 
clarer led another dub from dummy 
and, when East could not ruff hi gh. 
South was able to raff with the ten. 
Two more heart ruffs on the board 
and a club ruff with the ace of 
trumps brought declarer’s trick total 
to 10— three rtiamnnria, two chibs 
and five ruffe! That scored 620, for 
an absolute top on the board. 

Include us among the staunch 
supporters of the possibilities of a 4- 
3 fit But don't aspect us now to 
start advocating 3-2 fits! 


qualifying in the men’s 200 metre 
individual medley. 

And a Sooth Korean woman 
gained an archery world record, 
while the tennis tournament lost 
its fifth seeded player, Germany's 
Michael Stich. 

Johnson was stripped of his 
world record and gold medal at 
the 1988 games. On Friday, he 
was greeted with loud cheers and 
a few derisive whistles before' 
hitting the track. 

His explosive start intact, the 
Jamaica bom Canadian built an 
early lead and finished second in 
a relaxed 10.55 seconds. David- 
son Ezinwa of Nigeria won in 
10.31. _ 

Other contenders for the 100 
title, including U.S. sprinters 
Leroy Burrell, Dennis Mitchell 
and Mark Witherspoon, easily 
qualified for the second round. 

In the women’s 100, five time 
Olympian Evelyn Ashford eased 
into die second round. So did 
U.S. teammates Gwen Torrence 
and Gail Devers and other 
favourites like Merlene Ottey o' 
Jamaica and Irina Privalova «'t 
the Unified Team of former 
Soviet athletes. 

In the men’s shot put, gold 
medal favourite Werner Gunthor 
of Switzerland advanced easily. 
Jim Boehring of the United 
States, who got a drug suspension 
overturned last March to com- 
pete in Barcelona, had die best 
qualifying result with a throw of 
20.53 metres (67 feet 4 fA inches). 

Shadows of 1988 haunted the 
Olympics on the eve of Friday’s 
start in track and field with die 
announcement that British sprin- 
ter Jason Livingston, a fan of 


Johnson's tested positive for ster- 
oids. 

Livingston was sent home by 
team officials after failing a ran- 
dom drug test two weeks ago. 

Cho Youn-Jeons of South 
Korea set a world record in 70- 
metxe archery competition Fri- 
day. helping her team set an 
Olympic record in the qualifying 
round. 

Cho scored 338 points from 70 
metres and added an Olympic- 
record score of 345 points from 60 
metres. Korea scored 2,024 
points in the two rounds. 

In Tennis, Germany's Carl 
Uwe Steed upset compatriot 
Michael Stich, seeded eighth in 
die 64 player tournament, 6-4, 
6-2, 4-6, 6-3. 

Karnaugh fulfilled his late 
father’s wishes by advancing to 
the final of the 200-metre indi- 
vidual medley. 

His father, Peter Karnaugh, 
60, died of a heart attack he 
suffered in the stands during last 
Saturday’s opening ceremonies. 

Jani Sievinew of Finland was 
the fastest qualifier at 2 minutes, 
1.18 seconds. Karnaugh, the 
world’s top-ranked individual 
medley performer this year, had 
the fourth best time. 

Susan O'Neil of Australia led 
qualifiers for the women’s 200 
butterfly final with a time of 
2:10.47, just ahead of Summer 
Sanders of the United Stales who 
will try to get her fourth medal in 
the final. 

U.S. swimmers won three of 
Thursday’s six gold medals and 
were dose seconds in the other 
three. They topped their Olympic 
medal haul of 1988. 
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Visiting basketball teams 
win 4 out of 6 matches 
against local opponents 

By Aleea Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The visiting basketball teams of Lebanon’s Homent- 
men and the Unified Team of A1 Amal A1 Catholic of Bethlehem 
and Sariyet RamaQafa have so far out-rivaled their Jordanian 
opponents, winning four of six matches they played so far against 
Homentmen Amman, AJ Oitbodoxi, AJ Ahli and A1 Jazireh. 

Homentmen Lebanon’s women’s scored a convincing victory of 
78-50 over A1 Oitbodoxi and Homentmen Amman 56-16 while 
their men’s team beat their host, Homentmen Amman, 77-44 and 
lost to A1 Orthodox! 89-63. 

The Unified Women’s Team from the occupied Arab territor- 
ies, hosted by A1 Jazireh, beat A1 Ahli 37-26 and lose to A1 Jazireh 
55-53. 

An interesting and competitive match was the women’s match 
of Homentmen and A1 Orthodoxi played at the latter’s court with 
over 200 fans attending. 

Homentmen’s players (dearly dominated from the outset of the 
match leading 13-3 and 21-9 with Aline Chatian and Vivian 
Sarltissian scoring most. Four consecutive points by A1 Orthodo- 
jri’s Lara At Masri narrowed the gap to 30-24 with five minutes 
remaining. However effective rebounding by Homentmen’s 
Vartoug Maricarian and a series of fast breaks enabled Homent- 
men to win the first half 38-34. 

A1 Orthodoxi again tried to catch- op in the second half 
•depending mainly on Rania Abu Hijleh and Lara A1 Masri who 
scored and* assisted superbly. However, Homentmen seemed 
determined to widen the gap as Gassig Khacberian and Tafine 
Papazian scored to build a commanding lead of 61-41 with eight 
minutes remaining. The visiting team went on to lead 68-49 and 
won the-match 78-50. 

A1 Orthodoxi ’s superior teamwork and agility enabled them to 
win the men’s match against Homentmen 89-63. 

AJ Orthodoxi led 15-6 and continued to lead throughout the 
match as Jihad Satiba, and Ziyad A1 Nabulsi led their team to win 
the first half 39-26. Home n tmen Lebanon played a faster 
attacking game in die second half depending on a tighter defence 
and fast breaks to score by Khajag Baghdadi an and Levon 
Sermezian. A1 Orthodoxi ’s Jan Sahliyeh and Homentmen’s 
Vicken Eskijian captivated fens with a good number of slam 
dunks. 

A1 Orthodoxi had a commanding lead of 60-38 Homentmen 
Lebanon caught up to lessen the gap at 66-48, however A1 
Orthodoxi went to win the match 89-63. 

The visiting Unified Women’s Team beat A1 Ahli 37-26 and lost 
to Al Jazireh 55-53. 

The Unified Team, considered a top women’s team is visiting 
Jordan for the first time and tops the women’s championships in 
the occupied Arab territories. 

Homentmen Lebanon's women's team has won the Lebanese 
Championship 1956-1975 when the last official League Cham- 
pionship was interrupted by the civil war. They lost foe title only 
race in 1968. 

Head of foe Unified Team Sami Sayeh said he was pleased by 
the results so far and hoped his team will do better in foe 
remaining matches. 

“We didn’t play well against Al Jazireh while our opponents 
were well-prepared and won foe match. 

However, we had foe advantage in our match against Al Ahli 
and played a better game to lead throughout foe match,” Mr. 
Sayeh told the Jordan Times. 

In a statement to foe Jordan Times Homentmen Lebanon’s 
head coach Hagop Khacberian said his team ought to have scored 
more against Al Orthodoxi (in foe women’s match): “I expected a 
bigger difference but because they caught up towards foe eawT .of 
foe first half we could~hot build a bigger lead. 

“However considering that we were missing one of our 
essential players I think all went well.” 

The visiting teams still have matches to (day Saturday. 
Lebanon’s- Homentmen (day Al Jazireh Sunday. Meanwhile foe 
Unified women's team play Al Orthodoxi Sunday. 


Gutsu just beats Miller 
to all- round gymnastics gold 


BARCELONA (R) — Tatyana 
Gustu grabbed foe women's all- 
round gymnastics Olympic gold 
medal from foe hands of Amer- 
ican Shannon Miller -at the last 
minute Thursday. 

It was the third gymnastics gold 
in as many days for foe Common- 
wealth of Independent States. 

The event bad been expected 
to be another showdown between 
big rivals Svetlana Bogmskaya of 
foe CIS and world all-round 
champion Kim Zmeskal of the 
United States. 

But both missed out on medals. 
Boginskaya was fifth and Zmes- 
kal, who made a terrible and 
costly mistake on the floor, 
finished only 10th. 

Romania’s Lavjnia Milosevic! 
just edged out team mate Cristina 
Bontas for the bronze. 

Miller, who beat the better- 
known Zmeskal in foe U.S. 
Olympic trials, had looked sure 
to become the first American 


For those who wish to take part In 

Prince Mohammad’s* Open Chess Championship 


. Tlis Jioysia .jtttdim 
Chuas 'FS'Stezsi'HiDu 
■ Ougjaizriaes 
from 20th to 24th August 1092 

A) Prince Mohammad's Chess Champi- 
onship for Men and Juniors Over 16, 
(bom 1975 and before). 

B) Prince Mohammad's Chess Champi- 
onship for Boys Under lo, (bom 1976 
and after). 

O Prince Mohammad's Chess Champi- 
onship for Girls and Women, (any age). 

Who Can Play 7 

These tournaments are open to any 
chess player, male or female, from any 
nationality within the H.K. of Jordan. 

Sight of Play 

Abbasiyean Hall, Main Restaurant, 
University of Jordan, Amman. 


System of Play 

9- Round Swiss System, one hour chess; 
two hours for each round; (1 hour per 
player). 

Schedule of Play 


Thursday 20.8.92 Round 1 
Round 2 

Friday 21.8.42 Round 3 
Round 4 

Saturday 22.5.92 Round 5 
Round 6 

{Sunday 23.8.92 Round 7 
Round 8 
Mondav 24.8.92 Round 9 


4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
6 JO - 8.30 p.m. 
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
6.30 - 8.30 p-m. 
4:00 - 6D0 p.m. 
6 JO - 8.30 p.m. 
4 A) - 6 A) pm. 
6-30 - 8 JO p.m. 
4.-00 - 6:00 p.m. 


Closing Ceremony & Prizcgivings 6 JO pm. 


Cup & Medal Prizes 

In each Championship, a Silver Cup 
and a Golden Medal wiQ be awarded to 
the winner, a Silver Medal for the run- 
ner , and a Bronze Medal for the third. 
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Plus Cash Prizes 














Men & Juniors 

Bovs 

Girls & 


Over 16 

Under 16 

Women 

is* 

JD 300 

so 

80 

2nd 

JD 275 

70 

70 

3rd 

JD 250 

60 

6Q 

4th 

JD 225 

50 

50 

5th 

JD 200- 

40 

40 

oth 

ID 173 



7th 

JD 150 



Slh 

JD 125 



9th 

JD 100 



10th 

JD 75 




Entry Fees 

JD 10 for Men and juniors Over 16; 

JD 5 for Boys Under 16 years; 

JD 5 for Girls and Women. 

Fees should be paid at the Royal Jordan 
Chess club, not later than 15/8/1992 
Jabal Amman - 4th Crrde Tel. 674713 


Prince Mohammad's Chess 
Championship 
" ENTRY FORM " 


Name: 

Year of Birth : - — Sex<M/F).. 

Nationality : — __ 

ELO Rating Number : _ 

(if available) 

Address: 


Td: 

Signature 


J^xuU jbJ 


:JU.*1 r S J 

ijjyOl 

• J?— ti 


Please detach the slip and send 
it to the Royal Jordan Chess 
Federation 


female gymnastics champion in a 
boycott-free Olympics when she 
pulled off two super vaults, tak- 
ing 9.975 for foe first one. 

She left Gustu, competing in 
foe same group, needing more 
than 9.938 to win and Bogins- 
kaya, who had been third after 
the third of the four apparatus 
rotations, needing a huge 9.965. 

The 15-year-old Gustu, who- 
will compete for Ukraine after 
these games, was third from last 
to go in foe vault and scored 
9.950 on her second jump, bump- 
ing Miller into silver medal posi- 
tion. 

With only the 19-year-old 
Boginskaya still in foe running, 
all eyes were turned on. foe for- 
mer world all-round champion as 
she took to foe beam. 

But a slight wobble proved 
expensive and the elegant Be- 
larussian earned only 9.912. 

Zmeskal, who fell from foe 
beam during the team event Sun- 
day, had another miserable night. 
She overstepped the marked area 
as she landed from her final pass in 
foe floor routine. 

It was a terrible mistake for 
someone of Zraeskai’s calibre 
and cost her a penalty of 0.10 
points. The same routine had 
won her a gold medal at this 
year’s World Championships in 
Paris. 

The night also spelled dis- 
appointment for Zmeskal’s coach 
Beta Karolyi, the man who took both 
Romanian Nadia Comancei and 
American Mary Loo Return to 
previous- Olympic triumphs. Mil- 
ler is one of foe few top Amer- 
icans foe Romanian defector does 
not coach! 

Gutsu,' who stood proudly to 
foe Ukrainian national anthem 
after receiving her medal, beat 
Mifler, 15, by 39.737 points to 
39.725. 

Gutsu, like Boginskaya, helped 
foe (3S to win team gold earlier 
fois week and the old Soviet 
Union to win foe work! title last 
year. 

Apart from her vault marie, foe 
Ukrainian, who won two silver 
medals in Paris, also had a 9.950 
on foe asymmetric bars where 
former Soviet star Nelli Kim — 
who won five Olympic. golds in 
1976 and 1980 — was amon g foe 
judges.. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY AUGUST 1, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Start 
early today to clean op the debris 
and you win soon have everything 
around you in working order if you 
follow your intuition which is very 
active, powerful and right on. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 

You find that some dispute over an 
account can have some harsh rep- 
recussora unless you make up 
your mind to look at this from an 
objective stance. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
This is your moment to refrain 

from making any personal de- 
mands on others no matter bow 
much you feel you have the right 
and are in a position to do so. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to ‘June 21) A 
secret worry could cause you to act ■ 
as you otherwise would not and get 
one of whom you are fond to be 
upset by your apparent irritation. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have a friend with 
whom you may be justifiably 
annoyed but if you show it there 
could be a possible estrangement 
but talking calmly easily brings 
accord. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
position in the outside world can 
be threatened if you are in anyway 
-contentions in. some public or 
worldly interest so maintain your 
poise. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Look for some way to pacify 
one of different views from yours 


who feeds that nothing is working 
out as anticipated and make a 
staunch ally. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) An obligation you feel that is 
more than you bad anticipated can 
put you in a tizzy if you allow but' 
-studying and working out in .a 
business like fashion brings right 
results. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
. ber 21) Look for foe various ways 
to p farat* an irate associate who is 
angered and who needs to have a 
common sense attitude shown to 
lessen anger. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22, to 
December 21) Your labour activi- 
ties now seem to be at sixes and 
sevens and it is advisable ydu do 
not allow these to shatter your cool 
and you make out just fine. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You want to have a 
good time today at all cost and it 
would be an expansive day if you 
go off on a tangent so seek inex- 
pensive pleasures. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) It is most advisable that you 
keep your temper and moods 
under control at your home today 
no matter what the provocation 
happens to be. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Think about what you can do 
to avoid some accident on the 
highway or while in motion for 
danger can lurk around the comer 
bat alb ok if you use care. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



Pm not saying you’re dull, 
Stanley...but who else would slow- 
dance to ‘Great Balts of Fire’?” 


{ r 


l/nscrambta these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordtrary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME.*, . . 
i- 1 -- by Henri Arnold and BobAee- - 
O/M / 
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WHAT som PEOPLE 
LOSE WHEN THEY 
TAKE 700 MANY” 
LIBERTIES. 

Now arrange the tarried tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as suo- 
floated by the above cartoon. 


Print ^werrien,: IxlXX I iTTl 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: DROOP COACH 


(Answers tomorrow) 
BLEACH RECTOR 


Answer What the bird was krokira for when he flew 
over all those fish — A "PERCH" 


THE Daily Crossword b, b-™. g™*. 


ACROSS 

1 Section ot 
London 

5 Diaphanous 
10 Smooth-taUdng 

14 Prove to be true 

15 Rich, nutty cake 
18 Seth pref. 

17 Composer 
Jerome 

16 Pulitzer prize 
winner (or "So 

20 Prisoner 

22 Extravagant 
• ones 

23 "Thereby 
hangs — " 

25 Deco artist 

26 Type of house 
29 Kidnapper's 

demand 

33 Recording star 

34 Chefs creation 

36 Actress ACda 

37 Chin. p%l 

38 Fossil resin 

39 Took to court 

40 See33A 

41 Ace Becker 

42 Kind of energy 

43 Turk, city 
45 Take after ■ 

47 For Ufe" 

49 De la — (aka 
Ouida) 

50 Talented ones 
54 Like lords 

57 PuGtzer prize 
winner for ’‘A • ■ 
Bed for Adano" 

59 Nastase 

60 Nichols hero 

61 Angry one 

62 Additional 

63 Rip apart . 

64 Locations 

65 Pitcher 

DOWN 

IHXMunro, 
aka — 

2 Bakers need 

3 Pulitzer prize 

. winner for "The 
Catos Mutiny" 

4 In a fancy Way 



0193* Trtwn Mwfia Some**. Inc. 
ai fupw RKanied 


5 Addison and — 

6 Coal carrier 

7 Shore birds 

8 Public 
. ■ storehouse 

9 Recommended 

one. 

10 Howery place 
n Do a grease, job 

12 Road to Rome 

13 Round Table 

knigftt 
19 Inward 
2i Scoteaps . 

24 Selg. painter 

26 Music retrain 

27 — de Vale ns 

28 Large mammal 

30 PuStzer prize 
winner lor • 

“Humboldt'S 

Oft" 41 — off.(dlsmiss) 

31 Tatum or Ryan -42 Trailer type 

32 Sierra — del Syr ' 44 Trued: var. * 

35 Kind of beam 46 Demigods 

36 Sleds 48 Sun hat 

39 Fbrmer ' . - 50 Not quits closed 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 



51 Judge’s garb 

52 — aaaraB 

53 Army man: abt* 

55 Ireland - 

56 Forest creatyre 
58 Shoe width 
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S. Arabia’s largest bank remains 
on solid ground despite scandal 


By Yonssef Azmfb 

Renter 

JEDDAH (R) — Saudi Arabia’s 
largest bank may appear to be in 
trouble, but bankers and its own 
officials believe it will weather 
die storm of its alleged involve- 
ment in tbe Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International (BCCI) 
scandal. 

Tbe- National Commercial 
Bank (NCB), which has by fax 
tbe biggest assets and largest 
branch network in tbe oil-rich 
kingdom, was shocked when U.S. 
Federal Reserve Board said on 
July 8 it was starting legal pro- 
ceedings against it and its former 
chief operating officer, Khaled 
Bin Mahfouz. 

NCB’s New York branch, its 
only one abroad, was given 30 
days to dose down for, among 
other things, failing to proride 
complete financial information 
on its consolidated operations. 

Bankers in Saudi Arabia said 
tbe giant, though hurt by the U.S. 
move which lost it some credibil- 


ity among foreign bankers and a 
minority of its depositors, was 
largely unaffected. 

“It may look like an elephant 
in trouble but it does not stand on 
quicksand,” one banker said. 

“It stands on the solid ground 
of a huge depositor base. It is also 
the principal banker of the Saudi 
Royal Family and will not be 
allowed to buckle under.” he 
added. 

Bankers in Saudi Arabia were 
unanimous in saying country’s 
powerful and wealthy central 
bank, Tbe Saudi Monetary Au- 
thority (SAMA). would not allow 
an NCB collapse. 

“The Bank is too big and too 
important. SAMA has got a good 
reputation for managing such 
crises,” one banker said. 

Mahfouz’s alleged involvement 
with tbe troubled BCCI. which 
has closed down in year ago, 
focused attention on NCB’s own 
fail ore to publish audited results 
since 1989. 

Unusual in being a private 


partnership and not a quoted 
limited liability company like 
most other big banks, it suffered 
the indignity last month of having 
its credit rating withdrawn by die 
only body that rates Middle East 
borrowers. 

Bankers said NCB’s problems 
led to some loss of business in the 
past few weeks but this left hardly 
a dent in assets, said by foe bank 
to have totalled 82.3 billion Saudi 
riyab at the end of last year. 

A source at the bank, who 
declined to be named, put pre- 
sent liquidity at about 6 billion, 
some 30 per cent of total deposits 
of 75.6 billion riyals at end 1991. 

The. unaudited 1991 figures 
show that the bank’s business has 
not kept up with the extraordin- 
ary growth of foe Saadi banking 
sector in the past force years. 

While deposits and assets at 
most other Saocfi banks have 
grown sometimes by up to 50 per 
cent, NCB’s total deposits are 
down compared with 80 billion 
riyals at the end of 1989. Assets 


Clifford says he is victim of fraud 


WASHINGTON (R) — Vowing 
to fight to restore his tarnished 
image. Former U.S. Defence 
Secretary dark Clifford said on 
Thursday that he and his law 
partner Robert Altman were vic- 
tims of fraud by tbe Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Interna-' 
tional (BCCI).' 

Denying state and federal 
allegations that he and Altman 
were co-conspirators in tbe scan- 
dal, tbe 85-year-old Clifford told 
a news conference they were de- 
ceived by BCCI and declared in 
an impassioned voice: 

“I am spending the rest of my 
life to get my good name res- 
tored. I know (the char ge^) to be 
false and I am going to fight them 
every step of the way.” 

The former Washington 
powerbroker who was an adviser 
to several presidents is suffering 
from coronary disease and doc- 
tors have told him he may not live 
long, Carl Ranh, attorney for 
Clifford and Altman, said. 

Clifford and Altman were in- 
dicted on Wednesday on state 
and federal charges tHaf they 
accepted bribes and lied to bank- 
ing regulators to hide BCCFs 
illegal ownership~of First Amer- 
ican Bankshares, Inc, Washing- 
ton’s largest bank. 

Clifford was chairman of First 


American and Altman served as 
its president. Both men resigned 
their positions under pressure 
from the Federal Reserve Central 
Bank after regulators learned of 
scandal-plagued BCCTs secret 
ownership of tbe bank, which had 
branches in several states includ- 
ing New York. 

Clifford and Altman said pro- 
secutors have no direct or credi- 
ble evidence of wrongdoing on 
their part and said the prosecu- 
tions were politically motivated. 

“The New York district Attor- 
ney’s office appears dedicated to 
preserving its public posture as 
the undisputed leader in the fight 
against BCCI corruption, while 
the Justice Department, smarting 
from earlier criticisms, particular- 
ly in this election year, tries hard 
not to be outdone,” tbe two said 
in a joint statement. 

Tbe Justice Department has 
been criticised by members of 
Congress for dragging its feet in 
the BCCI investigation. 

BCCI branches worldwide 
were shut down by regulators last 
year after charges of widespread 
fraud. * 

Clifford and Altman are ac- 
cused of lying to banking regula- 
tors daring foe 1982 takeover of 
First American, which was then 


called Financial General Bank- 
shares, by a group of Middle 
Eastern investors. 

At the time, they told regula- 
tors that BCCI was not financing 
the deal and would have no con- 
trol over the shares of First 
American's parent. Credit and 
Commerce American Holdings. 
Since them regulators disco verd 
that BCCI financed some of the 
stock purchases and accused 
some of the investors of acting as 
frontmen for the -Luxembourg- 
based bank. 

Clifford said he was unaware of 
any secret deals between BCCI 
and the investors and that he had 
thonght BCCFs founder, Pakista- 
ni businessman Agha Hasan Abe- 
da, was an honest man. He said he 
believed BCCI and Abedi were 
acting as financial advisers to the 
shareholders. 

“I accepted them for what they 
appeared to be... we were de- 
ceived,” Clifford said. 

Clifford and Altman were 
charged with taking bribes from, 
the leaders of BCCI in the form' 
of foam loans and stock deals for . 
themselves and fees for their 
Washington law firm, Clifford 
Wamke. In return they allegedly 
helped BCCI management take 
control of First American. 


are also down, from 86.6 billion 
riyals in that year. ' 

But NCB continues to account 
for about 30 per cent of total 
bank assets m the kingdom. £x-. 
eluding NCB these were put at 
188 billion riyals at foe end of 
June. 

Saudis questioned in the past 
week tended to emotionally dis- 
miss the fears about an NOB 
collapse. They attribute NCB’s 
troubles largely to pofitidring and 
anti-Arab bias in the United 
States in this election year. 

Khaled Bin Mahfouz has res- 
igned from foe bank in which his 
father is the majority sharehol- 
der, handing operations to his 
brother. 

Mahfouz says be will focus 
energy on vigorously defending 
his reputation against allegations 
that be misled BCCI depositors 
by disguising his sale of a major 
stake months before the collapse 
of the bank largely owned by foe 
ruling Al-Nabayan family of Abu 
Dhabi. 

Russia 
to import 
more grain 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia may 
import up to 23 million tonnes of 
grain this year. Agriculture 
Minister Viktor Khlystun said on 
Thursday. 

The forecast, reported by 
Commonwealth Television, was 
made daring talks in Moscow 
with visiting Foreign Agriculture 
Minister Louis Mennaz. 

The International Wheat 
Council (IWC) has put Russian 
grain imports at 19 million tonnes 
for the 1992/93 season. 

The IWC said foe Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS) was expected to import 25 
million tonnes of wheat anti 
coarse grains in foe current sea- 
son ending in June 1993, down 
from last season's estimated 36.3 
million tonnes. 

Russia, tbe world's biggest 
grain importer, accounts for the 
vast majority of purchases 
abroad. 

“During (tbe) talks, foe Rus- 
sian minister.... declared that the 
'republic this year will possibly 
have to buy up to 23 million, 
tonnes of grain abroad,” televi-'. 
sion said. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
| leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
A on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


By method of sealed bids two unserviceable cars, and 
one motorcycle. Duty not paid. 

The above cars are available for Inspection and 
bidding at the American Embassy In Abdoun on 
Sunday and Monday the 2nd and 3rd of August, 
between the hours 10:00 ajn. to 11:00 a.m. each 
day. 

REFUNDABLE 20% Casb deposit required on all bids. 



To receive your FREE copy writs your name and address below, lick 
| the Careers you Hke. and sand this notice to us by airmail or fax. Each 
I Course includes four substantial and IBustraied Training Manuals. 

1 Tests, Model Answers. Stationery, expert training by airmail, and a 
\ British Diploma in 4/6 months. The tee tor a Course Is only £80 in full 
\ on enrolment OR one payment of E25 monthly for four months? 


-font Sterling . 1.9175/85 

- One U.S. dollar 1.1819/24 

1.4800/10 

1.6683/93 

1.31/32 

30.44/48 

- 5.0000/50 

, 1118/1119 

12733/38 

1. 5.3775/3825 

f 5.8215/65 

I - 5.6975/7025 

: i One ounce of gold $35730/358.00 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Dentschemarfcs 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian- francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
\ Danish crowns 


□ PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT & INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS \ 

□ SALESMANSHIP. SALES MANAGEMENT & MARKETING \ 

i □ COMMUNICATION IN BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT \ 

\ □ ACCOUNTING IN BUSINESS S MANAGEMENT \ 

\ □ TOURISM* TRAVEL AGENCY MANAGEMENT 
\ □ PRACTICAL BOOKKEEPING S ACCOUNTS 
\ □ BUSINESS MANAGIEMENTIADMINISTRATION 
1 □ STORES MANAGEMENTS STOCK CONTROL 
1 □ MODERN MANAGEMENT/ADM INtSTRATION 
l □ OFFICE MA NAG EMENT/ADMJNt STRATTON 
1 □ PRIVATE SECRET AR1AL DUTIES 
I O COMPUTER APPRECIATION □ ENGLISH 

I CAMBRIDGE TUTORIAL COLLEGE 

P.O. BOX 530. JERSEY. BRITAIN. FAX; UK 534 435071 

| Name; . Aoa; 

J.CLA.CXL 





Tel: 677420 


CONCORD 


WEEKEND AT BERNIES 

Shota: 330, 6:15, 830. 1030 


iema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 675571 


at 6:00 p.m. daily 

Shahrasad and Sinbad play 

i quiet comedy for all 

he. family (adults and kids}. Prior 

is needed. 


-Sbowe 1230. 330. 6:13. &30, 1 030 

Special shows for children at 11 a.m. on Thurs- 
days, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 

Bags Bunny Show 


/ Tel: 625155\^ 

AHLAN fHEATRE 
Nabil and Hisham 
(former Rainbow cinema) 
'“Aldan New World and Local 


NURSES NEEDED 

Malaikat A1 Rahma (Angels of Mercy) Establishment for House- 
hold Nursing Care and Caring for the Aged, seeks to employ full 
time or part time nurses. 

For Information, please call at the establishment 
Police College Street, opposite the Special Police 
Headquarter, Mutah Building, 5th floor, tel. 685219 


5th floor, tel. 685219 


Semi-attached Villa 
For Rent 

A 3-levels, spacious, up-to-date, furnished semi- 
attached villa is available for one-year lease starting 
Sept. 1 , 1992. Consists of 4 bedrooms + 2 reception 
rooms + a living room + 5 bathrooms, + a 100m 2 
basement and servant quarters. All carpeted. Mod- 
em appliances. A two-car garage and a garden. 
Location: Tla’ Al Ali. 

Contact Dr. Pirani, tel.: 832966 

Job Opportunities 

.A leading Jordanian commercial co. located in 
Shmaisani, requires the employment of qualified 
executive secretary with the following qualification: 

- Excellent command of English & Arabic languages. 

- Excellent typing speed in English & Arabic & be 
able to use the word processor computer plus 
knowJedge of other office skills. 

Please send CVs to P.O.Box 2757 or call at 
tel. No.: 694253 during office hours from 
8:30-1:30 & 4:00-6:00 

" WANTED 

PROFESSIONAL TRANSLATOR 

The American Embassy in Amman is looking for a 
professional translator. Must have excellent know- 
ledge of Arabic, ability to translate into fluent, 
idiomatic English, university degree, good working 
knowledge of current affairs, ability to work under 
pressure with precision and speed, and to work day 
and evening shifts on a regular basis, including 
weekends. Kurdish language capability highly desir- 
able. Suitable candidates will be asked to undergo 
translation tests. Only qualified applicants need 
apply. 

Good package compensation offered. 

Interested persons may pick an application 
form from the Embassy and submit it with a 
recent picture to the attention of the Person- 
nel Officer. 

NB: Recent applicants need not re-apply . 

Deadline for receiving applications is August 16, 1992 . 


CAR FOR SALE 

A BMWi car, excellent condition, automatic, central lock black 
metallic, radio cassette recorder, air conditioning, sun-root. Duty 
unpaid. 

Please call tel. 823313, Amman 


For Sale 

"Sony" colour video projection system KP 7220 PSE, 
in a very good condition. 

Please contact tel.: 665639 


FOR SALE 

1 . Toyota Corolla 1.6s 16 valve, 1990 model, duty unpaid, white colour, 
air conditioning and in excellent condition, milage 56,000 kms. 

2. National microwave oven (301) NV-6500.700 W. 

For more details, please call 660594 


ZACO 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe furnished offices 
Complete secretary services 
Distinguished commercial location 

Tel. 685094 - 685093 


, FURNISHED APARTMENT 
For Rent 

A 184m 2 apartment which consists of three bedrooms and 
a salon, living room and dining room, with phone and 
central heating in Sweifieh. Annual rent JD 6,000‘. 

For more Information, please call Mr. Ibrahim 
Amr Real Estate 
Tel.: 623725 (9-1:30) 

836507 (after 7) 


WANTED 

For Salon Saint Laurent 
For Ladies 

Professional cosmetics and skin- 
manicure, pedicure. 

Please call: 829602 
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Hostile fire shuts down 
U.N. radar in Sarajevo 


-SARAJEVO (R) — Hostile fire 
from Bosnian and Serbian posi- 
tions has forced a United Nations 
radar battery in Sarajevo to aban- 
don its ceasefire monitoring mis- 
sion four times in less than two 
weeks, U.N. sources said Thurs- 
day. 

The Soviet-made radar unit, 
manned by four Ukrainians, is 
intended to identify artillery and 
mortars fired in violation of the 
U.N.-monitored Sarajevo cease- 
fire. The unit is dug in on a hilltop 
between Bosnian and Serbian 
lines northwest of the city. 

“Our position has been under 
small arms fire from two direc- 
tions on several occasions. It has 
sometimes been impossible to 
work at night because of the 
intensity of the fire,” said Cap- 
tain Sergei Mikhailovich Vshyut- 
sev of the Ukrainian army. 

The latest shooting took place 
on the night of July 29-30, which 
saw some of the heaviest fighting 
around the besieged city of 
Sarajevo in many weeks. 

U.N. officials said it was not 
dear whether the radar unit was 
targetted specifically or whether 
it was simply in the line of fire. 

The radar, which has been 
operational for just 11 days, 
calculates the caliber of any mis- 
sile fired and then uses the trajec- 
tory to identify the type of 
weapon, firing point and point of 
impact. U.N. officials said it is 
accurate to within -40 metres. 

Sarajevo Airport in Bosnia was 
closed for several hours Friday 
when heavy firing in the area 
drove United Nations forces to 
take shelter in bunkers, a U.N. 
offidal in Geneva said. 
r “A French aircraft was on the 
ground and had to make an 
emergency takeoff after dump- 
ing its load,” Ron Redmond, 
spokesman for the office of the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR), told Reuters. 

• “No-one was injured, but our 


S. Africa 
approves 

U.N. 

observers 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
South African government 
Thursday cleared the way for a 
U.N. observer team to be sent to 
monitor pro-democracy protests 
winch Pretoria predicts will fuel 
violence. 

South African officials said it 
was the first time the government 
had allowed such a mission from 
the world body, long resented by 
white governments here for its 
anti-apartheid sanctions. 

“The State President (F.W. De 
Klerk)' has no objection to the i 
presence of impartial and objec- • 
tive observers, representing the ' 
(U.N.) secretary-general, for the 
purpose of observing the prop- | 
osed mass action campaign,” a | 
statement fay Foreign Minister i 
Pik Minister Pik Botha said._ ! 

Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress (ANC) has 
called a general strike for Mon- 
day and Tuesday as part of a 
week of heightened protests 
aimed at overthrowing white 
rule. 

U.N. spokesman Francois 
Giuliani said around 10 U.N. 
officials would observe the de- 
monstrations. They were sche- 
duled to. leave for South Africa 
Friday and remain for about two 
weeks. 

U.S. embassy sources said U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State for 
Africa Herman Cohen was also 
expected to be in South Africa 
dining the general strike. He was 
due to hold talks with Mr. De 
Klerk and other political leaders. 

Mr. Mandela Wednesday 
asked the U.N. to send observers 
to watch the strikes, marches and 
demonstrations coordinated with 
the ANCs Communist Party and 
labour allies. 

A spokeswoman for the group 
welcomed the U.N.'s decision, 
saying: “It is a sensible idea. 
They will see for themselves how 
peaceful the strike will be.”' 

Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali told a^closed session of the 
Security Council the request was 
in response to a letter he wrote to 
Mr. Mandela and Mr. De Klerk 
expressing fears over the disrup- 
tive effects of the protests. 

Dr. Ghali said Mr. Mandela 
had assured him the protests and 
strikes would be peaceful and 
should be watched by monitors 
from the U.N., Commonwealth 
and Organisation of African 
Unity. 

~ U.N a special envoy Cyrus 
Vaflce 'ended a 10-day fact-find- 
ing mission to South Africa 
Thursday. 

'.After a farewell meeting with 
Mr. De Klerk he told reporters 
he would report to Dr. Ghali next 
week and bis recommendations 
Would be published shortly after- 
wards. 


reports say if was very heavy for a 
time,” he added. He said an 
American transport already in 
the air with relief supplies for 
Sarajevo's besieged population of 
some 380,000 had to be diverted 

Mr. Redmond said the shooting 
began at about 7.30 p.m. 
Sarajevo time (0430 GMT) and 
was continuing four hours Ifter. 

Four flights, part of a month- 
long airlift to the dty mounted by 
the UNHCR involving 18 coun- 
tries, bad landed before traffic 
was suspended, he added. 

Since the airlift began on July 
3, the airport has been dosed 
several times. 

For nearly four months 
Sarajevo has been nnder attack 
with artillery and mortar fire by 
’Serb forces. The Serbs hold hills 
around the city and oppose a 
declaration of independence by 
the former Yugoslav republic's 
Muslim Slav and Croat majority. 

Meanwhile, international 
bodies discussed using military 
force to protect refugee relief 
efforts for Bosnia as fresh battles 
shook Sarajevo and other parts of 
the former Yugoslav republic 
Thursday. 

Countries bearing the brunt of 
the refugee crisis backed the crea- 
tion of safe havens for people 
who have fled four months of 
fighting. 

The United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees said 
after a meeting in Geneva that 
the scheme would be put to the 
U.N. New York headquarters 
where providing military protec- 
tion for the havens would have to 
be approved by the Security 
Council. 

Officials of the Western Euro- 
pean Union (WEU) met in Rome 
to draw up contingency plans to' 
send troops to protect aid con- 
voys which have been harassed in 
Bosnia by gunmen. 

More than two million refugees 
have fled their homes since 



Serbian fighters prepare to storm a house in a Sarajevo suburb 


Yugoslavia began to disintegrate 
more than a year ago. 

Most have come from Bosnia 
where die rebel Serb minority 
controls about 70 per cent of the 
country and has held the capital 
of Sarajevo under siege since 
April. 

At least four people were killed 
and more than 80 were wounded 
in a fierce mortar bombardment 
of Serb and Croat areas of 
Sarajevo during the night. 

■ U.N. peace keepers said the 
barrage, which followed an in- 
conclusive round of peace talks 
mediated by die European Com- 
munity in London Wednesday, 
was the most intense for two 
months. 

Residents in Stup. a mixed 
Serb and Croat quarter in the 
besieged Bosnian capital, blamed 
Muslim gunners for the attacks 
which iated into the early hours 
of Thursday. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 
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Turkey, Georgia sign new treaty 

MOSCOW (R) — Turkey and Georgia agreed new deals on the 
economy and the environment, procuring to try to curb pollution 
in the Black Sea and signing a friendship treaty, Interfax News 
Agency said. The treaty, signed by Georgian leader Eduard 
Shevardnadze and visiting Turkish Prime Minister Suleyman 
Demirel was designed to protect investments and stimulate trade, 
the agency said. The two countries, which also agreed to set up 
diplomatic relations, would create a secretariat in Istanbul to 
investigate ways to tackle Black Sea pollution. Mr. Demirel, 
quoted by loot journalists on arrival at Tbilisi Airport for a 
one-day visit, promised to help Georgia. “The people of Geoigia 
should not be pessimistic about today's difficulties. Turkey is 
nearby and able to help,” be said. 

Another S. African detainee dies 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — South African police said Thursday a 
suspected murderer bad died while in detention, the third such 
death since a leading doctor claimed at the weekend that police 
regularly beat their prisoners to death. Police said Ambrose 
Macakathi was found hanging from a cell window at Soweto's 
Protea Police Station Thursday morning, two days after being 
arrested. “Preliminary investigations revealed that his pillow had 
been tom into shreds which were used in the hanging. No foul 
play is suspect at this stage,” police said. They said police officials 
had visited Macakafhi in the morning and “nothing abnormal was 
found.” He was found dead an hour and a half later. Dr. Jonathan 
Gluckman, a top forensic pathologist, said in remarks published 
at the weekend police were to blame for about 90 per cent of the 
200 deaths in detention he had investigated. He said be decided to 
make his findings public after unsuccessful pleas with the 
government to act 

Plane catches fire at Kennedy Airport 

NEW YORK (AP) — A jetliner veered off a runway and caught 
fire while takiag off at Kennedy Airport. All 206 people aboard 
were evacuated safely, but at least 15 suffered minor injuries, 
authorities said. Trans World Airlines Flight 843, a three *ngin» 
Lockheed L1011 headed from New York to San Francisco, was 
engulfed in flames from the wings to the tail before the fire was 
extinguished about 50 minutes after it started. Passengers were 
evacuated from the plane via emergency chutes. Don Fleming, a 
TWA spokesman, said there was “a successful evacuation” of 274 
passeng ers a nd 12 crew members. “There are no serious injuries 
at this point,” be said. Fifteen passengers suffered minor injuries , 
said Lynn Scbulman, and emergency medical service spokes- 
woman. 

Seaweed causes Mediterranean alert 

NICE, France (R) — French Environment Minister Segolene 
Royal called for a four-million-franc ($650,000) programme to 
curb the spread of a tropical seaweed in the Mediterranean. Some 
scientists say the weed is choking the sea, damag in g marine life, 
and could cause an ecological disaster. Others say its danger has 
been exaggerated. “We have to act very quickly. The weed spread 
fastest in summer. But we should wait until the end of the summer 
season so we can take stock of its progression,” Ms. Royal told 
reporters during work to stock of remove some of the weed at 
VQlefrapche-Sur-Mer. on the Riviera near Nice. “There is a 
possibility that Mediterranean vegetation will itself tackle the 
weed,” Royal said, adding that there was no risk to either bathers 
or fish. She said she hoped to draw half the money for the 
programme from the European Community and the rest from 
local authorities and the state. She would also ask Monaco fin- 
help. 

*20 hurt in Togo portest 

LOME (R) — At least M people were injured Thursday when 
Togo's riot police broke down street barricades and scattered 
thousands of protesters after an opposition leader died of wounds 
from an assassin's gun, state radio said. Witnesses said riot police, 
used tear gas and fired into the air to break up demonstrations in 
the seaside capital Lome. They clashed with youths districts 
known as protest hot-spots. The protesters were enraged by the 

. deatii of Tavio Amorin, a prominent critic of military President 

! Gnassingbe Eyadema, which was announced on state television 
Wednesday night. The latest casualty of Togo's 
political and ethnic violence, he was gunned with stomach and leg 
wounds. The attacker has not been found but the government said 
a police identity card was found at the scene of the shooting. 


Italian 
premier 
rejects 
calls 
to quit 


U.S., Russia sign accord 
to destroy chemical arms 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- meat, asistan 
Ited States and Russia have milbon will be ] 
signed an- agreement under which to the Russian 
Washington will proride up to tagon spokesm 
$25 million to Moscow to help, to ld reporters. 


meat, assistance of up to S25 
milli on wSl be provided at no cost 
to the Russian Federation,” Pen-, 
♦a gfi spokesman Pete Williams 


destroy Russian chemical 
weapons. 




Muslim representatives found 
themselves isolated at the Lon- 
don conference as Serb and Croat 
leaders swung behind an EC 
proposal to create ethnic cantons 
in Bosnia. 

Mr. Panic, who visited the Un- 
ited States and West Europe, told 
reporters he had convinced lead- 
ers there that Yugoslavia had no 
designs on the territory of former 
republics and that it was opposed 
to the “ethnic cleansing” of re- 
fugees. 

In Hungary, his last stop before 
returning to Belgrade, he sug- 
gested holding a conference in 
Budapest of all the former 
Yugoslav republics to settle their 
differences. 

Mr. Panic, also Yugoslavia's 
defence minister, told journalists 
in Budapest he would make prop- 
osals to the waning sides in Bos- 
nia to neutralise their heavy 
weapons. 

Rutskoi 
says he 
is loyal 
to Yeltsin 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian Vice- 
President Alexander Rutskoi was 
quoted Thursday as saying bis 
growing popularity would not 
tempt him to challenge President 
Boris Yeltsin. 

“Whatever has happened — 
and we have had our moments of 
misunderstanding — I sincerely 
respect and like the president,” 
he told the liberal Nezarisimaya 
Gazeta newspaper. 

“I can tell you plainly, I am not 
going 40 compete with him for ' 
popnjarity," ’ the conservative | 
vice-president said. 

A parliament-sponsored survey 
published Wednesday showed 24 
per cent of Russians fully trusted 
Mr. Yeltsin, while 28 per cent 
favoured Mr. Rutskoi. It was the 
first time Mr. Yeltsin had been 
eclipsed by his deputy and fre- 
quent critic. 

The hardships of painful transi- 
tion from a Communist to a 
market economy appear to be 
eroding support for Mr. ’Yeltsin. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Rctskoi's 
pleas for more social protection 
and caution in freeing prices are 
growing in appeal among the 
population and among state in- 
dustrial leaders. 


ROME (R) — Prime Minister 
Giufiano Amato, trying to save 
his government's credibility, re- 
jected calls for his resignation in a 
political crisis which has com- 
pounded Italy’s criminal and eco- 
nomic emergency. 

Mr. Amato addressed the 
Chamber of Deputies (lower 
house) after Foreign Minister 
Vincenzo Scotti unexpectedly 
resigned Wednesday, sparking 
fears of further instability for his 
fragile, four-party coalition. 

Opposition parties have called 
for Mr. Amato, whose month-old 
government commands only a 
razor-thin, 16-seat majority in the 
chamber, -to resign after tire 
Christian Democrat (DC) Scotti 
quit over a party row. 

But Mr. Amato told parlia- 
ment: “(the resignation) has not 
led to any of those situations 
which throw into jeopardy or 
discussion the political legitimacy 
of the government.” 

"... (It is) tire fruit of a person- 
al series of events which are 
linked to events within the DC, 
which has confirmed its support 
for the gove rnm ent,” be said. 

Mr. Scotti quit in rebellion 
against the DC leadership's order 
that all nine DC -ministers in Mr. 
Amato’s government should give 
up their parliamentary seats — 
the traditional and highly-prized 
power base of Italian politicians. 

Earlier Thursday, Italian Presi- 
dent Oscar Luigi Scalfaro had 
made a scathing attack on Mr. 
Scotti, although be did not men- 
tion him by name. 

“Yesterday we lived through 
moments scarcely tolerable for 
democracy in a country that is 
suffering from terrible sores in 
terms of violence, the economy 
and the image we give Europe 
and the world,'’ Mr. Scalfaro 
said. 

Speaking in the northern port 
of Genoa, Mr. Scalfaro added: 
“We are facing a difficult mo- 
ment, a terribly difficult moment 
It is very grave for anyone in a 
position of responsibility to forget 
it even for one moment” __ 
Mr. Amato, wbo has tempor- 
arily taken over the Foreign 
Ministry, did not say wbo would 
succeed Mr. Scotti as foreign 
minister but said be would not 
keep the foreign brief for long. 

Tbc Italian currency, govern- 
ment bonds and stocks Thursday 
all paid the price for Mr. Scotti’s 
resignation, weakening on inves- 
tor fears of further political insta- 
bility. 

Mr. Scotti himself, under fire 
from all rides for undermining foe 
coalition by quitting, said it was 
not his action that had weakened 
foe government — but what he 
called the fossilised leadership 
of Italy’s party system. 

“The government is not weak 
because of some internal prob- 
lem. It has not been weakened by 
my gesture ... It is weak because 
of phis situation within the par- 
ties,” be said, accusing the top 
politician of being frozen in time. 

Italy has recently lost two lead- 
ing anti-mafia judges in just 
nnder a month. Sicilian Judges 
Giovanni .Falcone and Paolo 
Borseflino were blown up hi the 
island capital Palermo. 


some provirions of a wider June 
17 .deal between President 
George Bush and Boris Yeltsin to 
help the Russian Federation safe- 
ty transport mid destroy nuclear, 
chemical and other former Soviet 
weapons of mass destruction. 

It was signed at the Pentagon 
by deputy U.S. Defence Secret- 
ary Donald Atwood and Russian 
academician Anatoly Kuntsevich. 

The United States wfli provide 
$25 milli on to help Moscow draw 
up a plan to destroy its chemical 
weapons stockpile, develop a de- 
tection and alarm system for safe 
transport of such weapons and 
train Russian experts in the Un; 
ited States. 

“Under terms of this agree- 


$400 million to help the former 
U.S. enemy get rid of its chemical 
aims and drastically reduce its 
midear weapons stockpile. 

The money obligated to date 
would provide covers and con- 
tainers for nuclear weapons befog 
transported to storage and des- 
truction site in Russia, set op 
accident response plans -and to 
build technical centres in Russia 
and the Ukraine to employ for- 
mer Soviet arms scientists. 

The Pentagon stressed that die 
Russian Federation cannot use 
die $400 million approved by 
Congress for any other p ur pos e 
than destruction of weapons un- 
less given specific approval by 
Washington. 


Bush would reconsider 
selling F-16s to Taiwan 


WASHINGTON (AP) — In an 
interview with Texas State Net- 
wotk Radio Stations, President 
George Bush promised to recon- 
sider his decision to block the sale 
of F-16 fighter jets to Taiwan, 
according to White House 
spokesman Judy Smith. 

General Dynamics, which 
makes the plane at a plant in Fort 
Worth, Texas announced 
Wednesday it was laying off 5,000 
workers because of the loss of the 
.contract. 

Mr. Bosh has opposed the 
fighter sale, prompting Taiwan to 


look to the French Mirage fighter 
as an alternative. 

“We really are going to recon- 
sider,” Ms. Smith said. 

Gov. Ann Richards and Sen. 
Lloyd Bentsen -of Texas and 
others criticised die ban of F-16 
sales Wednesday after General 
Dynamics announced the 
layoffs. 

“Of course, we’d like to see 
tins (F-16) line stay open ” Mr- 
Bush said. “We have the same 
arguments in other states with 
otheT defence plants but I have to 
make tins determination.” 


Bush takes sputtering 
campaign to key states 


WAXAHACHIE, Texas (R) — 
President George Bush took his 
sputtering reeiection bid to the 
giant, indispensable states of 
Texas and California, facing signs 
of panic and mutiny within his 
party’s ranks. 

_ Mr. Bush, trailing fkrjtehind 
"frenxxrfSc challenger BlB Clin- 
ton in p&blic opinion polls a year 
after seeming assured of. an easy 
win, visited his adopted home 
state of Texas to try to rescue an 
$8.25 billion high-technology sci- 
ence ' project whose funding is 
endangered by Congress. 

Mr. Bush, who has seen his 
popularity sink due to stagnation 
in the U.S. economy, tried to put 
the best face on news the recov- 
ery was weaker than thought. 

The government Thursday re- 
ported the economy grew in the 
second quarter at a lethargic 
annual rate of 1.4 per cent, bdow 
the two per cent predicted by 
experts. 

“Most of the blue-chip eco- 
nomists predict that the economy 
is going to get stronger the rest of 
the year, and I believe that they 
are right,” Mr. Bush tokl workers 
at the superconducting super-col- 
lider plant, a giant atom smasher 
bring built on the Texas prairie 
near Dallas. 

“But we have got to act now to 
guarantee that,” be said. 

Later he was to travel to 
Orange County, California, a 


bedrock conservative area, to try 
to blunt Mr. Gin ton’s surge in 
the most populous U.S. state, 
California, which has been a 
keystone to Republican successes 
in recent presidential elections. - 

’ California's 54 electoral votes 
and Texas’s 32 are a bjg dhmk of 
ffie 270 electoral votes needed for , 
election. on Nov. 3. 

' Pollster Marvin Held said 
Wednesday that Mr. Clinton has 
a 62-to-28 per cent lead over Mr. 
Bush'in California and that it 
seemed the Democrat could lose 
only by some disastrous scandal 
revelation. 

“California is gone,” the 
Washington Post quoted an un- 
identified Bush campaign .aide as 
saying. '• 

Mr. Bush's standing in Texas, 
where he started an oil firm and 
served as a c on gress m an, seems 
somewhat stronger. ' 

At a time when the party ' 
should be Uniting before its 
national nominating convention 
next month. Republicans are in 
an uproar, with some conserva- 
tives saying Mr. Bush, or his vice 
president, Dan Quayie, should 
step aside. 

A prominent conservative Re- 
publican from Florida, another 
state Mr. Bush needs to cany in 
November, published a full-page 
advertisement in the Washington 
Post Thursday that called on Mr. 
Quayie to drop off the Republi- 
can ticket. 



He said the $25 million brought' 
to $125 million the total funds, 


, . ▼ 

Honecker has no chance of fair trial — lawyer 


BERLIN (R) — Former East 
German leader Erich Honecker’s 
lawyer said that bis client, 
charged with manslaughter for 
Berlin Wall deaths, has no chance 
of a fair trial because reunited 
Germany had already found him 
guilty. 

Friedrich Wolff, who once de- 
fended east German dissidents, 
said the uproar surrounding Mr. 
Honecker’s return from Moscow 
Wednesday after 16 months as a 
fugitive made it almost impossi- 
ble to stage an effective defence. 


But prison doctors, making an 
initial examination of Honecker, 
bad earlier found him in good 
health for his age. 

Mr. Wolff said his defence 
team, many of whom were still on 
holiday, would consider whether 
to apply for Honecker to be 
exempted from imprisonment. 

A judges' panel would then 
have to decide whether to let 
Honecker out of jail onitl his trial 
later tins year. * 

But judges might not accept 
this plea by the defence conrider- 


“Hcnecker has been tried in “T £ Z? £ ^ u consiaer ’ 
. public and by the media and has' Honecker gave jus- 


been found guilty,” Wolff told 
reporters. “A fair trial is not 
possible when one considers how 
he has already been prejudged.” 
Mr. Honecker, 79, was 


tice officials the slip in March 
1991 by fleeing Germany from a 
Red Army camp 1 . 

Mr. Honecker could be housed 
indefinitely in foe hospital wing 


arraigned before a Berlin judge in' ^ Mbadit Prison, where 
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Moabit Prison Thursday to hear, 
.more than 70 charges of man- 
slaughter and a tt emp ting man- 
slaughter arising from east Ger; 
mans killed or manned while 
trying to flee to west Germany. . 

He masterminded the bufldfog 
of the Beilin Wall to stop his 
people fleeing to the west in the 
cold war era before German uni- * 
fi cation. 

Mr. Wolf-described Mr. Hon- 
ecker as “very shaken” by the 
hearing which effectively conde- 
mned his 18-year rule as an inhu- 
man and corrupt dictatorship — 
just five years after foe hardline 
Communist was received with 
honours on a state visit to Bonn. 


young Communist mihtal by the 
Nazis. 

Mr. Wolff said Mr. Honecker’s 
return to Germany was in breach 
of international few because he 
had been bounded out of the 
Chilean embassy by Russian 
security agents. 

This contradicts German gov- 
ernment and Berlin justice offi- 
cials, who say Honecker left the 
embassy Wednesday and flew 
home from Moscow of his own 
free will. 

Mr. Wolff said his efieut had 
refused to leave foe compound 
after bearing Wednesday that foe 
Chilean government no longer 
desired ins presence. 


Russian security men then en- 
tered the embassy and marched 
into Mr. Honecker’s room, tell- 
ing him to pack up and leave. 

“I think they would have used 
physical violence,” Mr. Wolff 
said after meeting Mir. Honecker 
in prison. 

“Only by a breach of interna- 
tional law was Honecker brought 
bade to Germany,” be added. 

Meanwhile, Margot Honecker, 
known as “the witch” among 
eastern Germans, left Moscow 
Thursday for Chile instead of 
following her disgraced husband 
Erich to Berlin. __ 

Mrs. Honecker, who was East 
Germany’s education minister 
from 1963 to 1989, has good 
reason to avoid Berlin. She is 
under investigation on suspicion 
of having made political offen- 
ders give away their children for 
adoption. 

Investigators are also probing 
allegations that traunt minors 
were maltreated and driven to 
suicide in a prison-like barrack in 
Torgau known as “Marmot’s con- 
centration camp.” 

“Many in former east Germany 
would rather see The witch Mar- 
go’ behind bars than Erich Hon- 
ecker,” said Thursday’s edition of 
the respected Frankfurter 
Aflgemeine newspaper. 

Mrs Honecker, wearing a grey 
dress suit, left the Chilean embas- 
sy in Moscow where she and her 
husband had sought refuge seven 
months ago after fleeing Ger- 


many last year. 

Ignoring a posse of r e p or ter s, 
she strode tbrongh the lobby of 
Moscow Airport and boarded a 
Russian Aeroflot plane for San- 
tiago where her daughter Sonya 
lives. 

Officials first uncovered evi- 
dence of forced adoptions in east 
Germany last year when, they 
found around 250 letters written 
to Mrs. Honecker by parents 
complaining about foe loss of 
their children. 

Many of the parents were seen, 
as political undesirables because 
they had either tried to escape to 
west Germany or had applied to 
emigrate from the Communist 
state. 

Mis. Honecker ignored the let- 
ters, writing “no reply” on them, 
or handed them straight to the 
Sta si sec urity police. 

Berlin' justice authorities said it 
was still too cazty to charge Mis. 
■Honecker, 65, on allegations of 
makin g local, bureaucrats declare 
parents, unfit to bring up their 
children. 

- “We still have to Jiarden up foe 
case *— we aren’t that far yet,” 
prosecutor Christoph Scfa&efgen 
told reporters. 

But there were already calls in 
Germany for her immediate re- 
turn to face a court 

“Mrs. Honecker shouldn’t be 
banded a freedom ticket to ChOe 
as she belongs behind bars too,” 
said the Junge Union, the youth 
wing of Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats. 


Mick Jagger, Jerry 
Hall have separated 

LONDON (AP) — Mick Jaggfer, 
lead singer of the Rolling Stones 

rode group, and his second wife, 
American model Jerry Hall, have 
separated, the Daily Mail re- 
ported- The Friday issue of the 
London tabloid quoted 34-year- 
*old Ms. Hall as saying: “Yes, it’s 
true we are separated. I suppose 
well divorce. ‘Tin in too much 
pain for this to go on any longer. 
I*m hoping for a quieter life,” 
Ms. Hall was quoted as saying. 

J a gger’s spokesman, Bernard 
Doherty, said he could not con- 
firm or deny the story. But said 
he could confirm that the inter- 
view with Ms. HaD and the Daily 
Mail took place. Doherty issued a 
statement from Jagger which 
read: “My family is very impor- 
tant to me and I care about than 
very much however they must 
remain a private affair.” The 
paper reported: “She blames 
what she believes to be the Roll- 
ing Stone’s infatuation with 
beautiful Italian model Carla 
Bruni, who is 25 years his £ 
junior.” Jagger. 49, and Ms. 
Hall, who have been together for 
15 years, married on the Indone- 
sian island of Bali in 1990. They 
have three children — Scarlet 
Elizabeth aged 8, James aged 6 
and Georgia May Ayeesha bom 
Jan. 12. 

Turkish brokers 
scratch for a living 

ISTANBUL (R) — Brokers at 
Istanbul Stock Exchange are jum- 
pier than usual, but fleas rather 
than bulls and bears are moving 
the market. Women have stop- 
ped wearing mini-skirts and men 
are donning ■ two pairs of socks to 
foil the tiny tormentors, but the 
fleas are tutting as hard as ever, 
brokers said. Itchy traders at the M 
Boshorus waterfront bourse trace - 
foe fleas to the crowded trading- 
room’s ageing carpet Officials 
said the room was sprayed with 
insecticide every weekend. 

U.S. prices rise 
for cocaine 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Wholesale cocaine prices in four 
American dties have risen sharp- 
ly, indicating font enforcement 
efforts are cutting into the avail- 
able supply, the U.S. Drug En- 
forcement Administration 
(DEA) said. The agency said £ 
data from Houston. Los Angeles, 
Miami and New York reflected a 
30 to 40 per cent increase in 
wholesale prices during the 
second quarter of this year. This 
is only foe second time since the 
late 1970’s that significant in- 
creases in prices of wholesale lots 
have occurred, Robert C. Bon- 
ner, DEA administrator for drug 
enforcement, said. “Our strategy 
is to apply increased and more 
concentrated efforts against the 
Colombian cartels and, in par- 
ticular, the Cali cartel, by U.S. 
and Colombia enforcement agen- 
cies,” Mr. Bonner said. “These 
efforts appear to be forcing 
wholesale cocaine prices up.” 


per Iritogramme (2.2 pounds) of 
cocaine ranged from 12,000 to 
$18,000 in foe first quarter of the 
year and from $18,000 to $26,000 
in foe second. 


Charles escorts 
queen mother 
to flower show 

LONDON (R) — Prince Charles 
■ spent the morning of his eleventh 
wedding anniversary Wednesdays 
with another woman, his 91-year- 
old grandmother, leaving every- 
one guessing about the whereab- 
outs of bis glamorous wife Diana- 
The heir to Britain's throne and 
Princess .Diana opted for a low- 
key anniversary of their 1981 
marriage, which too place amid a 
blaze of romantic pomp. The 
occasion follows a fevered period 
of press speculation about their 
relationship prompted by the 
publication of a biography por- 
traying the princess as a deeply 
unhappy woman whose “fairy- 
tale” marriage had long since 
gone stale. Btudtingbam Palace, 
as reserved as ever about matters 
of the royal hqgrt, said only that 
the couple would be spending the 
day privately, having no official 
duties to ’ carry out. Prince 
Charles, however, decided to 
-escort the royal matriarch, the 
queen mother, to a flower show 
near foe estate of Sandringham, 
giving avid royal- watchers 
another chance to ponder the 
state of Jos reportedly rocky mar- 
riage. Prince Charles, greeted by 


appoting „ cheers of “good old 
Char ge” is said to have bristled 
wifo indignation at the sugges- 
tions he has been a bad husband 
to Princess Diana and a poor 
father to their sons W9Ham and 
Hany. 
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